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Definition:

An international, peer-reviewed scientific journal affiliated with Al-Bayan Academy for Quranic
Education. The journal aims to promote thought, knowledge, and beneficial sciences by
publishing studies and research on significant and emerging scientific and intellectual issues. It
adopts a rigorous scientific approach that welcomes diverse perspectives within the framework
of authentic Islamic thought and public benefit. The journal offers a diverse array of academic
and cultural content across multiple fields.

Fields of the Journal:

Doctrinal and Intellectual Development: Discussing issues related to Islamic doctrine and
thought.

Jurisprudential and Usul Development: Focusing on jurisprudential, usul (principles of Islamic
jurisprudence), and objectives-based issues.

Legal and Legislative Development: Highlighting legislations and laws beneficial to societies.
Economic and Political Development: Discussing Current Economic and Political Issues.

Cultural and Historical Development: Exploring ways to develop culture within the framework
of civilizational heritage.

Educational and Psychological Development: Offering insights into the latest educational
methods and psychological studies.

Media Development: Covering the impact of media and advancements in the modern world.

Leadership and Administrative Development: Contributing to the development of effective
leadership and administrative skills.

Literary and Linguistic Development: Presenting research on literature, linguistic issues,
translation, and language evolution.

Scientific and Technological Development: Showcasing the latest advancements in scientific
and technological fields.

Technological and Industrial Development: Developing industries and crafts related to
production.

Skill and Creative Development: Enhancing abilities, capabilities, skills, and creativity.
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The development of humanities and social sciences: adopting scientific approaches and
effective strategies to enhance social relations.

Objectives of the Journal:

1. Encourage integrative scientific research combining the sciences of revelation with
acquired sciences, and disseminate sound knowledge and science.

2. Support emerging researchers by developing their abilities and refining their theoretical,
practical, and applied research skills.

3. Generate scientific knowledge that addresses life-oriented Sharia objectives and provide
researchers with scientific and financial support.

4. Contribute to advancing collaborative scientific research and focus on scientific experts
in the Islamic world.

5. Promote multidisciplinary collaborative research to offer effective solutions to
developmental and societal challenges.

6. Emphasize research with direct and meaningful impact on people’s lives and
communities through material and moral incentives.

7. Deepen researchers’ analytical skills for precise scientific examination of contemporary
issues.

8. Strive for excellence by publishing diverse issues in multiple languages.
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Research Requirements:

1.

4.

The research is to be original, scientifically contributing, and follow recognized scientific
methodologies in the fields of science, humanities, social sciences, and Islamic studies.
The focus should be on development in one of the fields of civilizational progress and
the integration of Islamic and social sciences related to the diverse realities and lives of
people, within the magazine’s specialization areas such as development (theological,
intellectual, jurisprudential, fundamentalist, legal, political, leadership, administrative,
educational, psychological, economic, historical, literary, cultural, technical, media,
artistic).

Care must be taken in the documentation of research, adherence to correct Arabic
language rules, and compliance with scientific research standards in citation,
referencing, and numbering.

The journal follows the (APA) documentation method at the top of the page in the
following formats:

e References at the beginning of the research: Abbreviated as (author's surname,
year of edition, volume, page) in this format: (Al-Shawkani, 1994, Vol 2, p. 435),
(Organization of Islamic Cooperation, No: 163, 2007) .If there is more than one
book by the same author in the research, the book name is added in this format:
(Al-Shawkani, Fath Al-Qadeer, 1994, Vol 2, p. 435).

e References at the end of the research: Surname, author's first name, book title,
editor if present (country of publication: publishing house, edition date, year of
edition, volume, and page), in this format: When there is an author, it is written:
(Al-Shawkani, Muhammad bin Ali, Fath Al-Qadeer Al-Jami between the arts of
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narration and judgment from the science of interpretation (Beirut: Dar lbn Kathir,
1st ed., 1414, 1994)), and for a reference not attributed to an author, it is written:
(Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Landmarks of Return to the Civilizational
Approach in Islam (Mecca: International Islamic Figh Academy, Decision No: 163,
2007 ),In journal articles and conference papers, it is written: (name, title of the
study or article (in parentheses), editor followed by “et al.” (place: publisher,
date, and numbers of volumes and pages)), and in citing from social media, it is
arranged in the same format and includes a link to the lecture and the date of
access from the internet in this format: (Al-Khalidi, Salah, Bayan Platform for
Training and Scientific  Research, Series No: 8, 1442, 2021).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBk55Pzi3c0&t=54s

e Conference proceedings: Full name of the author, title of the study or article (in
guotation marks), title of the book, editor’s name followed by “and others” if
applicable, publishing house, location, year of publication, and page number.

e Journals: Full name of the article’s author, title of the article (in quotation
marks), the name of the journal (bold for Arabic, italic for European languages),
volume number (year in parentheses), issue number, and page number.

"

e When citing pages: If the source is Arabic, use “_e” for a single or multiple

pages. For foreign sources, use “P” for one page or “PP” for multiple pages.

5. When citing a Quranic verse, the verse number and the name of the Surah must be mentioned
at the top of the page.

6. When citing a hadith from hadith books, it depends on the authentic ones, like Sahih Al-Bukhari
and Muslim, and for others, the degree of the hadith in terms of authenticity and weakness
must be indicated, along with the documentation by hadith number at the top of the page.

7. When citing poetry, the name of the poet and the source from which it was cited must be
mentioned.

8. When citing a manuscript, mention the author’s full name, the full title of the
manuscript, the place where it is preserved, the date of the copy, the number of pages,
and the page number, indicating whether the citation is from the front or back using (-
for the front and -for the back).

9. Submitted research, upon initial approval, will be reviewed by experts in the field,
selected confidentially, to assess its originality, novelty, and presentation, determining its
suitability for publication.

10. The research will be reviewed by two or more referees, as decided by the editorial
board. The board’s decision regarding the research’s suitability for publication is final,
with no obligation to justify any decision.

11. The research will be subject to review, and the researcher must implement the
suggested revisions within one month from the date of receiving the decision.

12. Published research represents the views of the authors and does not necessarily reflect
the views of the editorial board or the institution.
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Editorial Board Message:

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and blessings be upon our master
Muhammad, the Seal of the Prophets and Messengers, and upon his family and companions
altogether. To proceed:

The Editorial Board of Tanmyia Journal for Sciences and Knowledge is pleased to present to
esteemed readers the third issue, which brings together a distinguished selection of peer-
reviewed studies. These contributions are written in a scholarly spirit that combines the
authenticity of Islamic intellectual reference with the rigor of academic methodology, alongside
a deep awareness of contemporary transformations and the major questions they raise. The
Board has been keen for this issue to reflect the “gems” of academic research in terms of
thematic diversity and the integration of its knowledge domains—thereby contributing to
consolidating knowledge, renewing scholarly perspectives, and advancing practice across
multiple fields.The issue opens with a study examining Malay Islamic knowledge in the age of
artificial intelligence, offering a maqgasid-based civilizational reading that highlights the historical
distinctiveness of the Malay world experience and anticipates pathways for renewing thought
and developing practice through a conscious deployment of Al in the service of Islamic
knowledge, within the parameters and objectives of the Shari‘ah. This is followed by a study
that illuminates the philosophy of the inheritance system in Islam from an analytical
perspective, revealing the beauty of its legislation and the justice of its distribution, and
clarifying the foundations and criteria upon which Islamic inheritance law is built as a balanced
model that accords with human nature and achieves equity, while addressing—objectively—
some of the debated misconceptions.The third study discusses the reflection of the Qur’anic
worldview on the Islamic political system, presenting a comprehensive conception of Qur’anic
guidance as a normative and legislative reference that establishes the principles of justice,
consultation (shara), human dignity, and ethical responsibility, and grants the Islamic political
system a magasid-oriented flexibility capable of accommodating development and confronting
contemporary challenges. The fourth study offers a precise applied model concerning the
consideration of the objectives of Shari‘ah in judicial rulings and their applications in financial
transactions. Through an analytical examination of judicial cases, it highlights the capacity of
Islamic jurisprudence to realize justice and transparency and to safeguard interests in financial
matters, while affirming the authenticity and distinctiveness of the Islamic judicial framework.
The English-language section includes studies that reflect the journal's openness to
contemporary intellectual and human concerns. The article “A Tongue-Management Model
from an Islamic Perspective” proposes an educational and faith-based framework for managing
speech, built on two complementary dimensions: a preventive dimension that curbs harmful
forms of speech, and a constructive dimension that directs the tongue toward what strengthens
faith and vyields righteous outcomes. The study “The Impact of Islamic Civilization on Global
Scientific Advancement” reviews the scientific contributions of Islamic civilization, the
mechanisms of knowledge transmission, and their influence on the formation of the modern
scientific method. The section concludes with “THE IMPACT OF FinTech IN SOCIAL FINANCE
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WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF ISLAMIC INVESTMENT SYSTEM: MALAYSIA AS A CASE STUDY”,
which examines how financial technology can enhance the efficiency of Islamic social finance
instruments (zakat, waqf, and sadagah), and the opportunities offered by modern technologies
for financial inclusion and transparency—alongside the challenges of Shari'ah compliance,
regulatory frameworks, and the management of emerging operational risks. In conclusion, the
Editorial Board reaffirms its ongoing commitment to the standards of rigorous scholarly

publishing, to research ethics in review and peer evaluation, and to serving knowledge that
advances both individuals and society. The Board extends its sincere gratitude.



TANMYIA JOURNAL FOR SCIENCES AND KNOWLEDGE, Volume 3, 20 Jan 2026, eISSN: 3083-9076
e —————————

A H KK ]

9ylanllg ‘431.,.“ dunss Ao

The Third Issue

TANMYIA JOURNAL OF SCIENCES AND KNOWLEDGE



TANMYIA JOURNAL FOR SCIENCES AND KNOWLEDGE, Volume 3, 20 Jan 2026, eISSN: 3083-9076

Olfg.«zd" [

Contents

dxdyall

gso 9!

Journal Introduction

Journal structure

Editorial Board Message

o yall AL Syl
Research in Arabic

4))\.,4} AJMLM 59!)3 uﬂ‘-b.b.,a}” 95.:U|ﬂa.c ‘3 2\3331.°J| 4.;..0)&.«43;” gé)b.o.” 1
duylaall yglaiy ,SA dyuoed
Malay Islamic Knowledge in the Age of Artificial Intelligence: A
Magqasid-Based Civilizational Reading for Renewing Thought and
Developing Practice

Author
&
Abdulwahab Amer

Department of Islamic Political Sciences, Academy of Islamic Studies, University of
Malaya, Malaysia, almurshed@um.edu.my, ORCID: 0009-0002-8065-4102

Progress Received: 20 September 2025; Revised: 20 October 2025; Accepted: 1 November
2025; Published: 20 January 2026.
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Abstract:

This study examines Malay Islamic knowledge traditions in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Brunei as
active political entities and deeply rooted civilizational reservoirs shaped through a long
historical interaction between Islam and the societies of the Malay world. This interaction began
with the early arrival of Islam through Yemeni merchants and preachers who carried the
scholarly legacy of ShafiT jurisprudence and Sunni Sufism. The research explores the concept of
Malay Islamic knowledge and investigates how it responds to the profound transformations
brought about by artificial intelligence, as an intellectual product reflecting the unique
experience of Islamic communities in the Malay world. The study aims to define Malay Islamic
knowledge and analyze the challenges and opportunities imposed by the rise of artificial
intelligence on its structure and functions. It proposes a Magqgasid-based framework for
renewing this knowledge and ensuring its continuity by integrating research induction with
linguistic and historical analysis, grounded in scriptural texts and the principles of Islamic law.
Artificial intelligence is viewed not as a threat, but as a tool that can be harnessed to serve
Islamic knowledge in a manner compatible with contemporary needs while preserving Islamic
foundations and values. The research presents a Magasid-oriented approach capable of
accommodating digital transformations, relying on higher objectives of Sharia and legal maxims
to guide renewal and regulate engagement with modern technologies. It concludes that Malay
Islamic knowledge—with its civilizational uniqueness, historical depth, and well-established
Shari‘ah objectives—is well-positioned to provide a knowledge model capable of contributing to
the renewal and development of Islamic thought, and guiding the interaction with technological
changes. This is achieved through a civilizational renewal project that safeguards foundational
constants, directs evolving variables, and employs artificial intelligence in a conscious, Maqgasid-
based manner, enabling this knowledge to play an effective role in shaping Islamic civilization,
preserving identity, and confronting cultural alienation.
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Abstract:

This research seeks to study the philosophy of the inheritance system in Islam and to
demonstrate its aesthetics and justice, relying on two main approaches: the inductive approach:
by extrapolating and tracking the legislation related to the inheritance system before Islam and
presenting a historical overview of it, whether in ancient civilizations, divine religions, or In the
pre-Islamic era before Islam. The descriptive and analytical approach to the provisions related
to the inheritance system in Islam: which describes their aesthetics and justice, and then studies
and analyzes them by revealing the foundations and standards on which they were built, in
order to identify the source of disagreement between them and our law, while responding to
some similarities related to that. Among the most important results were: Issues of inheritance
are among the rulings that have known give-and-take, ebb and flow, throughout history, as their
rules were decided according to what souls desire and what human motives, narrow outlooks,
and selfishness dictate, until the earth shone with the light of its Lord and Islam came with a
precise law that spread its banner over the world of rights and duties and gave Everyone has a
right to his rights in a fair and just manner. One of the beauties of the inheritance system in
Islam is that it keeps pace with human nature, and that it balances between the right of the
inheritor and the right of the heirs, and between the strength of kinship and the need for
money, and that the foundations and standards upon which the inheritance system in Islam is
built have nothing to do with masculinity and femininity at all, but rather contain profound
divine wisdom and sublime divine purposes.

Keywords: Islamic inheritance, justice, beauty, divine wisdom, gender fairness, Islamic law.
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Abstract:

system. It demonstrates that the Qur’an presents a comprehensive vision of divine guidance
that elevates human life across time and place, offering a holistic framework that leads to
happiness, uprightness, and harmony with human nature. The research shows that the
principles of Qur’anic guidance extend to all dimensions of human existence, including the
political domain, where the Qur’an serves as a moral and legal foundation for justice, freedom,
consultation (shara), and the preservation of the community’s welfare. The study analyzes the
Qur’anic concept of guidance as an integrated system directing humanity towards the
constructive cultivation of the earth in accordance with the objectives (magasid) of the Shari‘ah.
It highlights a political model built upon divine legitimacy, ethical responsibility, and the
centrality of the human being as God’s vicegerent on earth. The political system inspired by the
Qur’an is shown to rest upon essential principles such as dignity, justice, peaceful transfer of
power, consultation, accountability of rulers, and the pursuit of the public good .Furthermore,
the research clarifies that the Qur’anic worldview forms an organic relationship with political
organization; the Qur’an provides a vision of the universe, the human being, and life that
directly shapes the functions and structure of the state. Instead of offering a rigid state model,
the Qur’an lays down universal, flexible principles that can be applied across eras, making the
Islamic political system a civilizational and purpose-based system capable of adaptation and
confronting contemporary challenges. The study concludes that grounding political thought in
the Qur’an rebuilds the political consciousness of the Muslim community on divine foundations
and enables it to overcome modern crises by returning to foundational principles that combine
stability with adaptability, spirituality with law, and values with practice. It affirms that the
Qur’an provides an integrated civilizational vision that can render the Islamic political order
more just, effective, and stable when its objectives are implemented with sound understanding
and contextual awareness.

Keywords: Qur’anic Worldview, Islamic Political System, Magasid al-Shariah, Shura, Political
Justice, Qur’anic Governance, Vicegerency (Khilafah).
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Abstract:

This research explores the applications of Maqasid al-Shari‘ah (the higher objectives of Islamic
law) in judicial rulings, with a particular focus on case studies in financial transactions and
contemporary fatwas in the Hadhramaut Governorate. The study aims to analyze how judicial
decisions align with the objectives of Islamic law and to emphasize the effectiveness of the
Islamic judicial system in addressing financial issues while upholding justice.The central problem
revolves around the extent to which Maqasid al-SharT'ah are consistent with, or diverge from,
judicial rulings in financial transactions, and their impact on achieving justice and transparency
in financial cases. It also examines how purposive reasoning (i‘mal maqasidi) is applied within
the field of judiciary .The researcher adopted the descriptive, analytical, and inductive
methodology appropriate to the nature of the study, presenting legal texts related to financial
transactions, and examining examples that reflect the consideration of Maqasid al-Shari‘ah in
judicial rulings. These examples were drawn from the works of Judge ‘Abd al-Rahman Bakir in
Figh al-Qada’ wa al-Fatwa bi-Hadramawt (Jurisprudence of Judiciary and Fatwa in Hadhramaut).
The study then analyzed the relationship between judicial texts and the objectives of Islamic
law.The research concludes that the application of Maqasid al-Shari'ah provides a solid
framework for judicial rulings, reinforcing transparency and integrity in financial dealings. It
affirms the originality and distinctiveness of the Islamic judicial system compared to
contemporary legal systems, as its rulings, principles, and objectives are harmoniously
integrated within judicial legislation, in full alignment with the overarching objective of
achieving comprehensive justice that ensures societal welfare and public interest.

Keywords: Magqasid al-Sharia, Judicial Rulings, Financial Transactions, Fatwa, Hadramaut.
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ABSTRACT:

This study aims to examine the concept of managing the tongue in Islam through a faith-based
and educational lens grounded in the principles and higher objectives of Islamic law. It connects
scriptural texts with contemporary realities and explores the seriousness and significance of the
tongue, highlighting its spiritual, psychological, and social consequences. The analysis draws
upon the Qur’an, the Prophetic Sunnah, and the insights of classical and contemporary scholars.

The study was motivated by the observable neglect of proper tongue conduct in modern
contexts influenced by materialistic Western culture, which often fails to accord speech the
importance it holds in Islamic teachings. In response, the research proposes an educational
model consisting of two integrated levels:

1. The Preventive Level, which focuses on restraining the tongue from falsehood, idle talk,
backbiting, etc.

2. The Constructive Level, which emphasizes guiding the tongue toward faith-based speech
that leads to righteous actions and generates benefit for the individual and all other
creatures.

These two levels are examined across three dimensions: the individual’s relationship with Allah,
with the self, and with other created beings.

Keywords: Tongue-Management Model, Islamic Perspective.
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Introduction

The spoken word is one of the greatest powers possessed by the human being. It is not merely a
tool for expressing ideas and emotions; rather, it is an instrument capable of both construction
and destruction. Through words, concepts are formed, ethics are shaped, and human
relationships are defined. Islam has given special attention to speech, making it a central basis
for moral responsibility and accountability, as indicated in the verse: “Not a word does he utter
but there is an observer ready (to record it).” (Qaf 50:18). This verse highlights that every
utterance made by a person is subject to divine monitoring and ultimate accountability,
reinforcing the concept of verbal responsibility, one of the essential pillars of Islamic ethics.

With the development of human societies and the rapid expansion of modern—particularly
digital—communication channels, the danger and influence of speech have increased
significantly. Words are no longer confined to personal conversations or private gatherings; they
are now broadcast across digital platforms and can reach millions within moments.
Consequently, “managing the tongue” in the age of digital media has become an educational,
ethical, and even security-related concern that extends beyond the individual to affect the
intellectual and psychological stability of entire communities.

God Almighty endowed the human being with a unique blessing that expresses the essence of
human nature: the gift of articulation, which distinguishes humans from all other creatures. Allah
says: “The Most Merciful, who taught the Qur’an, created humankind, and taught them
articulation.” (Al-Rahman 55:1-4). The sequence of these verses suggests that the teaching of
articulation came after creation and after the teaching of the Qur’an, indicating that articulation
represents the perfection of human creation. It is the capacity through which humans
comprehend revelation, interact with it, and express their existence. Speech, therefore, is not
merely a vocal ability or physical articulation; it is a reflection of intellect and understanding, a
manifestation of inner awareness translated into meaningful and influential language.

From this perspective, the tongue becomes the mirror of the mind, the interpreter of the heart,
and the bridge between thought and action. A person is known not merely by what they possess
or do, but by what they say, for speech reveals one’s inner state, level of consciousness, and true
intentions. The Prophet # captured this profound relationship in his concise wisdom: “4
servant’s faith will not be upright until his heart is upright, and his heart will not be upright until
his tongue is upright.” (Musnad Ahmad, 12819). This integrative connection between the heart
and the tongue forms the ethical foundation upon which Islam evaluates speech and regulates
verbal behavior; speech cannot be separated from intention, nor the tongue from faith.

In this light, the concept of “tongue management” emerges as a comprehensive ethical system
encompassing prevention from verbal vices, constructive use of good speech, and the devotional
purpose behind utterances. A truthful word reflects firm faith, builds conscience and community,
and generates benefit; whereas a harmful word becomes the root of discord and a source of
moral and social destruction.

Studying the tongue from an Islamic perspective extends far beyond viewing language as a mere
phonetic or semantic system. Rather, it approaches speech as a moral and behavioral
phenomenon that expresses one’s inner spiritual state and the presence of God-consciousness in
daily conduct. In Islamic thought, the tongue is a trust and a responsibility, a field for reward and
punishment, and thus managing one’s speech is an essential component of self-purification and
of building a compassionate, believing community.
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Research Problem

The research problem lies in the limited religious and educational awareness surrounding the
concept of managing the tongue, and in the failure of many individuals to recognize the
seriousness of verbal actions and their impact on the soundness of faith and the quality of social
relationships. In addition, there is a lack of a comprehensive understanding of the preventive and
constructive dimensions associated with proper tongue conduct.

Research Questions

This study seeks to answer the following questions:

1. What is the status of the tongue in Islam, and what are the Shari‘ah-based foundations for
regulating it?

2. What are the major afflictions of the tongue, and what dangers does each one pose?

3. What are the spiritual, psychological, and social effects of verbal actions?

4. What is the proposed model for managing the tongue?

Research Objectives

The research aims to:

1. Clarify the Islamic concept of tongue management and ground it in the Qur’an and the
Sunnah.

2. Analyze the afflictions of the tongue and highlight their legal and social dangers.

Demonstrate the spiritual, psychological, and social consequences of truthful or corrupt

speech.

4. Develop an educational model for managing the tongue.

[98)

Significance of Study

The significance of this research emerges from several dimensions:

1. Religious Significance: Because of the tongue’s direct connection to matters of faith,
sincerity, and the consequences that follow—whether for good or for harm.

2. Educational Significance: Refining the tongue is one of the central themes of self-
purification (tazkiyah) and moral excellence (ihsan).

3. Social Significance: Speech profoundly influences relationships, and many forms of
discord and societal tension arise from the misuse of the tongue.

4. Digital Significance: With the expansion of digital communication, words spread rapidly
and often without reflection, intensifying the need for regulating and managing speech.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative approach, which involves collecting relevant scriptural texts and
scholarly articles related to the tongue, analyzing these sources, extracting their spiritual and
educational implications, and classifying them accordingly.

Scope of the Study
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The scope of this research is limited to the religious and educational aspects connected to verbal
actions—whether positive or harmful—and their preventive and constructive dimensions.

Chapter 1:

The Shart‘ah Foundations and Functional Roles of the Tongue

1 The Blessing of Bayan and the Function of the Tongue

Bayan—the ability to articulate meaning—is among the greatest blessings God has bestowed
upon the human being. Early Muslim scholars recognized that this divine gift constitutes the
essence of human distinction, enabling the individual to convey the meanings that reside within
the mind and to express needs and intentions. Ibn Jinni defines language in al-Khasa'is as
“sounds by which each people express their purposes,” a definition that captures the core of
bayan as an instrument for representing thought and achieving communication. Language is not
merely a collection of sounds; it is a semantic system that embodies the identity and shared
consciousness of a community. (Ibn Jinni, 1985)

Because bayan is intimately linked with reason and faith, Islam assigns to the tongue both a
devotional and an ethical function. It is the medium of remembrance, supplication, and
glorification of God, and simultaneously a tool for dialogue, reform, and counsel. The first
revelation— “Read in the name of your Lord who created” (al-"Alaq 96:1)—is a profound
indication that articulation is, at its root, an act of the mind and heart through which one draws
closer to God by truthful and meaningful speech.

Within Islamic thought, the tongue is viewed as a trust and a moral responsibility. When
employed in goodness, it contributes to the construction of individual character and the welfare
of society; when released into falsehood, it becomes a means of destruction. Ibn al-Qayyim
explains in al-Jawab al-Kafi that the tongue expresses the hidden states of the self and serves as
the intermediary between the heart and the limbs; its discipline leads to the rectification of the
heart, while its laxity results in corruption and deviation. (Ibn al-Qayyim, 1997)

For this reason, restraining the tongue is a central feature of spiritual purification. Al-Ghazalt
states in Jhya’ ‘Ulim al-Din that most of human error stems from the tongue and that true piety
requires guarding one’s speech and avoiding verbal harms because of their impact on the heart
and on one’s level of God-consciousness. (al-Ghazali, 1997)

Thus, the function of the tongue extends beyond communication to moral education and
civilizational development. The word is an instrument of teaching, conveying the message of
God, social reform, public speaking, scholarship, and media—all of which arise from the
blessing of bayan and are rewarded when accompanied by sincerity and righteous intention.

This means that the blessing of bayan is not complete unless directed toward purposes of
goodness. In Islam, speech is not the private possession of the speaker but a moral and legal
responsibility for which one will be held accountable. This understanding forms the foundation
for an “ethical management of speech,” in which freedom is balanced with discipline, and
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expressive capacity is coupled with piety—so that the word fulfills its role in building both the
individual and society.

1.2 Commandments on Truthfulness and Good Speech

Truthfulness is among the highest virtues of the tongue in Islam. It is the essence of moral
character, the foundation of faith, and the basis upon which trust within society is established.
The Qur’an repeatedly connects truthfulness with faith, as in: “O you who believe, fear Allah
and be with the truthful ” (al-Tawbah 9:119)

This divine instruction frames truthfulness as a comprehensive way of life rather than a mere
verbal attribute. A truthful tongue expresses a believing heart, as the Prophet *¥ said:
“Truthfulness leads to righteousness, and righteousness leads to Paradise... a person continues
to speak the truth until he is recorded with God as a truthful one.” (Bukhari, 6094)

Truth in speech reflects correct intention, a sound heart, and inner balance. It is not merely a
moral obligation but a pedagogical and spiritual foundation of the upright Muslim personality.
Conversely, Islam warns strongly against lying and deception due to their destructive effects on
social and interpersonal relations. The Qur’an states: “Only those who do not believe in the signs
of God fabricate lies.” (al-Nahl 16:105)

The relationship between faith and truthfulness is inseparable. The Qur’an frames truthfulness as
part of tawhid and righteous action, while false speech is associated with hypocrisy. Islam also
commands good speech, which encompasses sincerity, kindness, and beneficial communication.
God says: “And speak to people good words.” (al-Baqarah 2:83)

Al-Ghazali explains that good speech is that which is free from sin, falsehood, and heedlessness,
and which carries benefit and righteousness. Ibn al-Qayyim adds in al-Wabil al-Sayyib that the
righteous word ascends to God and elevates its speaker, while the corrupt word falls back upon
its author, illustrating the spiritual impact of speech. (al-Ghazali, 1997; Ibn al-Qayyim, 1999)

Commands for good speech appear throughout the Qur’an in legislating various domains:

o Family interaction: “And speak to them a noble word.” (al-Isra’ 17:23)
e Social relations: “And speak to people good words.” (al-Bagarah 2:83)
o Dialogue and da‘wah: “And debate with them in the best manner.” (al-Nahl 16:125)

These verses establish a comprehensive ethical framework in which the good word becomes a
means of reform, education, and mercy. Good speech is not only verbal refinement but an act of
worship with social, economic, and political consequences. It builds trust, resolves conflict, and
strengthens relationships at individual and societal levels.

1.3 Silence and the Regulation of Speech

In Islam, silence represents a distinguished ethical and pedagogical quality—not in the sense of
withdrawal or passivity, but as a conscious restraint of the tongue and an expression of
intellectual and spiritual clarity. Silence is not the absence of speech but the presence of wisdom.
The Prophet = said:
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“Whoever believes in God and the Last Day, let him speak good or remain silent.” (Bukhari,
6136; Muslim, 47)

This hadith establishes the foundational rule of Islamic speech etiquette: the word must be good,
or silence is preferred. Practiced with sincerity and wisdom, silence becomes a devotional and
behavioral discipline.

1. The Preventive Dimension of Silence

Silence serves first as a preventive strategy that protects the individual from sin, idle talk, and
futile argument. The Prophet 3 taught: “Are people not thrown into the Fire on their faces for
anything more than the harvest of their tongues?” (Tirmidhi, 2616)

Al-Ghazali considers restraint of the tongue one of the pillars of spiritual refinement, and Ibn al-
Qayyim regards the tongue as the greatest instrument for good or evil. Therefore, monitoring
speech is essential for upright conduct. (al-Ghazali, 1997; Ibn al-Qayyim, 1999)

In contemporary settings, preventive silence also includes controlling one’s writing and digital
expression—since online posts and media communication function as extensions of the tongue.

2. The Constructive Dimension of Silence

Constructive silence is practiced with the intention of reflection, discernment, and choosing the
most beneficial moment to speak. It is silence that builds—preparing the ground for wise and
impactful speech. Ibn “Ata’illah al-SakandarT states: “How many times has silence been more
eloquent than speech, and how many words have caused more harm than silence.” (al-Sakandarf,
1998)

Al-Ghazali links constructive silence with sincerity of intention, and Ibn ‘Ashiir explains that
speech in a Muslim society is not a private affair but a social and civilizational responsibility.
(al-Ghazali, 1997; Ibn ‘Ashiir, 1984)

3. The Psychological and Educational Dimensions of Silence

From a pedagogical perspective, silence trains the self to control emotions and impulses. When a
person is angry or provoked, restraining the tongue reflects the strength of faith and intellect. The
Prophet ¥ stated: “The strong person is not the one who overpowers others, but the one who
controls himself when angry.” (Bukhari, 6114)

Thus, silence is both a communicative skill and a psychological discipline, meriting integration
into Islamic psychology and educational curricula.

1.4 Afflictions of the Tongue and Their Impact on the Individual and Society
The tongue is among the most consequential limbs of the human being, for it expresses the

contents of the heart and manifests intellect and faith. For this reason, Islam pays extraordinary
attention to regulating speech and warning against the diseases of the tongue that corrupt both
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religion and worldly life. Though seemingly simple, speech carries moral power that can build or
destroy, reconcile or divide, spread peace or ignite discord.

1. Theological (‘Aqidah-Related) Afflictions of the Tongue
a. Speaking about God without Knowledge

Among the gravest verbal offenses is speaking about God without knowledge. God links this sin
with polytheism:
“Say: My Lord has only forbidden immoralities... and that you say about God that which you do
not know.” (al-A‘raf 7:33)

This transgression is the root of doctrinal deviation, for every innovation or misguidance
originates from attributing to God what He has not revealed.

b. Mocking Religion and Its Symbols

Mocking God, His signs, or His Messenger is a major crime. God declares:
“Was it God, His signs, and His Messenger that you were mocking? Do not make excuses; you

have disbelieved after your belief.” (al-Tawbah 9:65-66)

Ibn ‘Ashiir explains that such mockery reflects inner disbelief, for the tongue here exposes
disdain for revelation and irreverence toward the sacred. Regulating the tongue in this domain is
therefore a binding religious obligation.

2. Afflictions of the Tongue in the Social and Ethical Domain

a. Backbiting (ghibah) and Talebearing (namimah)

Backbiting and talebearing are among the most widespread afflictions of the tongue in societies.
They represent two forms of verbal deviance that undermine and destroy social bonds. The
Prophet # defined backbiting as: “Mentioning about your brother that which he dislikes.”
(Muslim, 2589).

The Qur’an likens it to one of the most repulsive moral scenes:

“Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would detest it.” (al-Hujurat
49:12)

Al-Nawaw1 (2001) states that backbiting is prohibited by consensus of the Muslim community
and that it corrupts the heart and plants enmity and hatred among people. Talebearing—
conveying speech with the intention of causing discord—is even more dangerous, as it builds
relationships on suspicion and mistrust. The Prophet ¥ said: “The talebearer will not enter
Paradise.” (Bukhari, 6056).

Ibn Rajab (1999) comments that talebearing dismantles the pillars of social trust and opens the
doors of discord, which then becomes very difficult to extinguish.
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b. Lying and Slander

Lying is one of the major sins and a hallmark of practical hypocrisy, as indicated in the hadith:
“The signs of a hypocrite are three: when he speaks, he lies;, when he makes a promise, he
breaks it; and when he is entrusted, he betrays the trust.” (Bukhari, 33).

At its core, lying is a deviation of the will before it is a deviation of the tongue, as it reflects a
disturbance in inner truthfulness. Truth is the root of all virtue, whereas lying is the root of all
vice. This shows that Islam does not deal with speech in isolation from its purposes; rather, the
ethical criterion in Islam is intention and consequence, not merely the outward utterance.

c. Idle Talk, Argumentation, and Fruitless Disputation

Idle talk (laghw) is a manifestation of the absence of ethical awareness. God describes the
believers as:

“Those who turn away from idle talk.” (al-Mu’mintin 23:3)

Idle talk includes any speech that has no benefit in this world or the next; excessive engagement
in it leads to hardness of the heart and heedlessness. As for argumentation and fruitless
disputation, they are two afflictions that corrupt knowledge and generate hostility. The Prophet
said: “I guarantee a house on the outskirts of Paradise for the one who abandons
argumentation, even if he is right.” (Abi Dawid, 4800).

Blameworthy disputation is often linked to corrupt intention, as its aim is typically to achieve
victory for the ego rather than for the truth. Thus, regulating one’s tongue in dialogue is a
hallmark of scholars and those spiritually aware.

3. Psychological and Social Effects of the Afflictions of the Tongue
a. Psychological Effects

Unrestrained speech contributes to inner psychological disturbance. Hastiness in speech
generates lasting regret and feelings of guilt, whereas controlling the tongue produces serenity
and tranquility. Scholars of Islamic education have observed that excessive talking weakens
contemplation and awareness, while purposeful silence strengthens the faculties of reflection and
understanding.

From the perspective of Islamic psychology, the mature use of the tongue supports a healthy
balance between emotion and reason: the individual expresses the self without harming others
and engages in communication bound by ethical restraints.

b. Social Effects
On the social level, the afflictions of the tongue are among the primary causes of social
disintegration, as they transmit discord from the heart to the wider community. Backbiting and

lying create an environment of mistrust, and talebearing undermines the spirit of cooperation,
leading to fragility in the social fabric.
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In contrast, training the tongue in truthfulness and good speech fosters a culture of respect and
dialogue. This enhances social security and reduces hate speech in media and social networks.
Hence, building ethical awareness in a Muslim society begins with educating the word, for it is
the vessel that carries both meaning and value.

1.5 Dhikr (Remembrance of God) and Worship by the Tongue

Dhikr (remembrance of God) is one of the noblest and highest functions of the tongue,
combining the presence of the heart, the articulation of the tongue, and the orientation of the
limbs toward obedience to God. When the tongue is used for good, it becomes an instrument for

self-purification and community building. God says:

“Those who believe and whose hearts find tranquility in the remembrance of God—indeed, in
the remembrance of God do hearts find tranquility.” (al-Ra‘d 13:28)

Dhikr is not mere verbal repetition; it is the presence of the heart and conscious awareness of

God’s greatness. For this reason, it is regarded as a form of worship that unites intellect, spirit,
and speech.

1. The Status of Dhikr in the Qur’an and Sunnah

The Qur’an frequently commands remembrance of God, indicating its central role in the life of
the believer:

“So remember Me; I will remember you. Be grateful to Me, and do not be ungrateful.” (al-
Bagarah 2:152)

In the Prophetic Sunnah, the Prophet ¥ links constant remembrance with spiritual elevation,
saying:

“The ‘solitary ones’ have gone ahead.” They asked, “Who are the solitary ones, O Messenger of
God?” He said: “Those men and women who remember God often.” (Muslim, 2676)

This indicates that dhikr is not a superficial ritual practice; it is a spiritual and ethical way of life
that reshapes the believer’s conscious awareness of faith.

2. The Tongue as an Instrument of Worship and Faith Expression
a. Uttering the Two Testimonies and Their Existential Significance

The first word by which a person enters Islam is the word of tawhid—the testimony of faith. It is
an utterance of the tongue that expresses the conviction of the heart, as in the verse:

“So know that there is no deity except God.” (Muhammad 47:19)
This utterance is a public declaration of a covenant with God, not a mere verbal statement. The

tongue here translates the heart’s knowledge and submission. Verbal acts of worship therefore
derive their value only when affirmed by the heart and embodied by the limbs, such that the
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components of the human self—faith, intention, intellect, and emotion—are harmonized, with
the heart serving as the central locus of guidance and behavior.

b. Recitation, Supplication, and the Qur’an

The tongue is also the medium through which divine revelation is carried to human
consciousness via recitation and tilawah. God says:

“And recite the Qur’an with measured recitation.” (al-Muzzammil 73:4)

Reciting the Qur’an with the tongue, accompanied by reflection in the heart, represents the
highest form of interaction between word and meaning. It trains the believer in truthfulness,
contemplation, and practical commitment to divine guidance.

Supplication (du ‘a@’) is likewise a verbal act of worship, a form of intimate discourse directed to
God that links speech with creed and thought with emotion. The Prophet % said: “Supplication is
worship.” (Tirmidhi, 2969).

Du‘a’ is thus a verbal expression of neediness and certainty in God, rebuilding the relationship
between servant and Lord on the basis of sincerity and hope.

3. Remembrance and Psychological Refinement

In Islam, dhikr is closely tied to spiritual psychology, as it creates balance between agitation and
calm, and between anxiety and tranquility. Remembrance is a remedy for the heart, while neglect
of dhikr is a cause of spiritual hardness.

From a contemporary perspective, regular practice of dhikr helps reduce stress and improve
psychological and social adjustment, as it returns the individual to the core of his or her faith-
consciousness and enhances the capacity to manage emotions. Dhikr is thus not only an act of
worship but also an educational and psychological method that nurtures self-awareness in light
of one’s relationship with God, thereby achieving inner equilibrium, which is the foundation of
ethical behavior.

4. Dhikr as a Constructive Social Force

The impact of dhikr is not limited to the individual; it also extends to society at large. It
reinforces a sense of collective faith and builds an identity grounded in shared values and
principles. The tongue that remembers God is the same tongue that calls to goodness; and a
tongue that calls to goodness is the basis of sound social communication.

Societies in which dhikr and good speech are widespread are more likely to enjoy stability, as the
good word generates positive energy that translates into cooperation and solidarity. The Qur’an

expresses this with the parable:

“Have you not seen how God presents an example: a good word is like a good tree...” (Ibrahim
14:24)
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The “good word” is not confined to individual remembrance but includes every utterance that
inspires reform and social construction—whether in teaching, preaching, writing, media work, or
positive digital communication.

5. A Balance Between the Afflictions of the Tongue and the Worship of the Tongue

The central paradox highlighted by the Islamic perspective is that the same instrument—the
tongue—can either lead a person to Paradise or drive them to destruction. When used for
backbiting, lying, and slander, it becomes a cause of moral ruin; when used for remembrance,
teaching, and reform, it becomes a means to spiritual elevation and divine acceptance.

No limb is more deserving of constant monitoring than the tongue, for it is the locus in which
both good and evil converge. Whoever controls it controls their overall conduct; whoever lets it
loose endangers themselves and others. This balance demonstrates that managing the tongue
constitutes the pinnacle of faith-conscious awareness, as it requires internal discipline grounded
in intention, belief, intellect, and emotion—components that should form the foundation of
contemporary programs in spiritual and psychological education.

Chapter 2:
The Educational Classification and Theoretical Foundations of Tongue-Related Actions

The educational grounding (fa’sil tarbawi) of tongue-related actions allows for a systematic
classification that helps distinguish between positive, constructive forms of speech and negative
forms that require prevention, discipline, and corrective intervention.

2.1 Classification of Positive and Negative Actions of the Tongue

In the Islamic worldview, the influence of the tongue extends across a person’s relationship with
God, the self, and other created beings. Accordingly, tongue-related actions can be classified into
two primary dimensions: the preventive dimension and the constructive dimension.

o The preventive dimension encompasses actions intended to safeguard the tongue from
prohibited speech and to protect the heart from its harmful consequences.

e The constructive dimension comprises actions that strengthen faith, refine the soul, and
build relationships and communities.

1. The Preventive Dimension of Tongue-Related Actions
The preventive dimension represents the moral discipline that protects the tongue from deviation
and prevents the individual from uttering words that corrupt faith, harm the self, or weaken

social bonds. This is a conscious and intentional restraint—not a mere passive silence—aimed at
preserving the heart, guarding the limbs, and averting harm from oneself and others.
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1. Preventive Dimension in a Person’s Relationship with God

Preventive discipline in relation to God is realized by restraining the tongue from any expression
that contradicts monotheism or violates proper reverence toward God. The believer avoids
speech implying shirk, objecting to divine decree, expressing resentment or despair, or using
statements that reflect poor assumptions about God or liken divine attributes to those of creation.

The believer refrains from fruitless theological argumentation, avoids innovating unfounded
devotional formulas, and abstains from transmitting scriptural texts without knowledge. Here,
silence becomes a protective measure against speaking about God without authority.

2. Preventive Dimension in a Person’s Relationship with the Self

Preventive discipline regarding the self involves restraining the tongue from speech that pollutes
the heart or weakens one’s character. This includes avoiding lying, idle talk, obscenity, insults,
and argumentation driven by ego. The believer also avoids negative verbal patterns that feed
self-doubt, harmful inner talk, excessive oaths, or psychologically injurious expressions.

Conscious silence—especially during anger—prevents impulsive speech and guards a person
from regretful words.

3. Preventive Dimension in a Person’s Relationship with Others

In interpersonal relations, preventive discipline includes restraining the tongue from backbiting,
talebearing, mockery, ridicule, verbal aggression, false testimony, slander, and spreading rumors.
The believer refrains from speech that provokes hostility, damages reputations, fractures family

ties, or humiliates individuals or communities.

Preventive speech ethics also include avoiding words that kindle conflict, threaten social
cohesion, or create unnecessary confrontations.

II. The Constructive Dimension of Tongue-Related Actions

The constructive dimension represents the positive, uplifting use of speech that elevates the
spirit, refines character, and strengthens social relationships. The tongue becomes a means for
goodness, promoting faith, and building society.

1. Constructive Speech in a Person’s Relationship with God

Constructive speech that deepens one’s relationship with God includes acts such as dhikr, Qur’an
recitation, du‘a’, istighfar, praising God, expressing gratitude, honoring revelation, teaching

religious knowledge, reciting verses with reflection, and calling to God with wisdom.

Constructive speech also includes expressing sincere intentions, using words that guide the self
toward piety, and articulating devotion through reverent expressions.
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2. Constructive Speech in a Person’s Relationship with the Self

Constructive speech toward the self includes words that strengthen resolve, purify the heart, and
promote psychological resilience—such as honest self-reflection, expressing emotions
appropriately, motivating oneself with positive speech, and reminding oneself of virtuous goals.

It also includes disciplined emotional expression, thoughtful silence for reflection, using speech
to correct personal flaws, apologizing, and fostering healthy self-confidence.

3. Constructive Speech in a Person’s Relationship with Other Created Beings

Constructive speech with others includes sincere advice, teaching, guidance, mediation between
disputants, encouragement, motivation, gentle and kind speech, expressing noble sentiments,
bearing witness to truth, calling to virtue, and cultivating social awareness through responsible
discourse.

It also encompasses beneficial writing, ethical media communication, expressing gratitude,
apologizing, praying for others, and any form of speech that strengthens trust and human
relationships.

2.2 Educational and Preventive Methods for Managing the Tongue

Managing and disciplining the tongue is a central educational issue addressed deeply by Muslim
scholars, as it relates to the development of a balanced, morally upright believer. In Islamic
thought, the word is not merely an instrument of expression—it is an instrument of influence,
purification, and reform.

The Islamic pedagogical approach to tongue management is based on two integrated dimensions:
the preventive and the constructive, both grounded in faith-based education that reforms the
inner self before external behavior.

The Preventive Approach

The preventive approach involves refraining from falsehood and idle speech, in line with the
Prophet’s 2 instruction:
“Whoever believes in God and the Last Day, let him speak good or remain silent.” (Bukhari,

6018)

Here, silence becomes an intellectual and moral act—silence rooted in knowledge and wisdom.
It protects one from sin and opens the door to deep understanding. God says:

“O you who believe, fear Allah and speak words that are just.” (al-Ahzab 33:70)
Ethical silence prevents verbal harm, preserves human relationships, and averts social discord.

Its educational cultivation begins in the home and school through teaching children proper
communication, attentive listening, and the value of truthful speech.
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The Constructive Approach

The constructive approach guides speech toward reform, remembrance, teaching, and
community building. The Qur’an describes this model:

“Who is better in speech than one who calls to God, acts righteously, and says, ‘Indeed, I am of
the Muslims’?” (Fussilat 41:33)

Constructive speech spreads goodness and knowledge. Quranic eloquence educates both intellect
and emotion, tying speech to intention and excellence (iksan). Teaching is among the most
powerful forms of constructive speech, functioning as continuous charity and a tool for moral
development, as the Prophet % said:
“Whoever guides to good has a reward similar to that of the one who practices it.” (Muslim,
1893)

In the contemporary world, constructive speech includes writing, media communication, and
digital expression—all extensions of the tongue that shape collective consciousness.

Both the preventive and constructive approaches converge into a unified vision that reflects
Islam’s balanced methodology in managing speech—beginning with the reformation of the

heart, intention, intellect, and emotions, and culminating in righteous action.

o Conscious silence prevents harm and purifies the self.
o Purposeful speech builds individuals and communities.

Together, they form the core of Islamic character education.

Chapter 3:

Models of Tongue Management

3.1 Pre-Modern Theoretical Frameworks

Muslim scholars have addressed the topic of the tongue with profound integration of spirituality,
ethics, and education, identifying it as a key to the purity of the heart and the rectification of
behavior. Their approaches can be grouped into three major intellectual orientations:

1. The Ethical-Pedagogical Orientation (Imam al-Ghazali)

Imam al-Ghazali provides one of the most comprehensive treatments of the tongue in lhya’
‘Ulim al-Din, dedicating an entire book—*“The Book of the Afflictions of the Tongue.” He
categorizes tongue-related actions into positive and negative forms and emphasizes that the
tongue is “the most dangerous of the limbs and the most beneficial or harmful.”

Positive actions include dhikr, Qur’an recitation, supplication, teaching, and reconciliation.
Negative actions include backbiting, talebearing, lying, flattery, and disputation.
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Al-Ghazali views silence as a spiritual discipline, not mere absence of speech—an exercise in
heart-monitoring and self-purification. He proposes three practical steps for disciplining the
tongue:

1. Mindfulness: reflecting before speaking.

2. Intention: ensuring speech is sincere for God.

3. Habituation: training oneself to use the good word until it becomes a natural disposition.
(al-Ghazali, 1997)

2. The Spiritual-Behavioral Orientation (Ibn al-Qayyim)

Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, in Madarij al-Salikin and al-Fawd'id, presents a spiritually
grounded view in which the tongue mirrors the heart. If the tongue is sound, the heart is sound; if
the tongue is corrupt, it indicates a diseased spiritual interior.

He articulates three main categories of speech:

e Speech that gives life to the heart: dhikr, Qur’an, teaching.
o Speech that sickens the heart: idle talk, disputation, ego-driven argumentation.
e Speech that Kkills the heart: lying, slander, mockery.

He identifies three stages of tongue purification:

1. Removal: eliminating sinful speech.
Adornment: filling the tongue with dhikr and calling to God.

3. Elevation: using speech for higher moral and reformative purposes. (Ibn al-Qayyim,
2008)

3. The Magqasid-Based Social Orientation (al-Mawardt and Ibn ‘Ashiir)

Al-Mawardi, in Adab al-Dunya wa-I-Din, highlights the role of speech in preserving the higher
objectives of Shari'ah. A truthful word protects religion, intellect, and honor; a corrupt word
destroys social order. He frames speech as a socially regulated responsibility, not an unrestricted
freedom. (al-Mawardi, 1986)

Ibn ‘Ashiir, in al-Tahrir wa-I-Tanwir, views speech as an instrument for the realization of
Shari‘ah’s aims in reform and social construction. For him, speech is not a mere sound but an act
with profound consequences for societal harmony or discord. His approach integrates freedom of
expression with ethical accountability, emphasizing that the word must serve as a tool of
building rather than destruction. (Ibn ‘Ashiir, 1948)

Discussion and Analysis

A review of the three earlier models shows that each perspective highlights a fundamental
dimension of tongue management. Al-Ghazalt focuses on the ethical-pedagogical dimension,
emphasizing the regulation of speech through silence, mindfulness (muragabah), intention, and
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habituation, thereby making the tongue an instrument of self-purification. Ibn al-Qayyim, on the
other hand, highlights the spiritual-behavioral dimension, presenting the tongue as a mirror of
the heart and classifying speech into that which gives life to the heart, that which sickens it, and
that which kills it—while affirming the stages of takhliyah (removal), tahliyah (adornment), and
tarqiyah (elevation) as a comprehensive educational path.

Meanwhile, al-Mawardi and Ibn ‘Ashiir offer a maqasid-based social dimension, in which
speech is tied to the public good and the word is treated not as a mere personal freedom but as a
social responsibility and a tool for preserving moral and social order.

Taken together, these perspectives demonstrate that tongue management cannot be reduced to a
single dimension. Rather, it is a comprehensive system in which individual ethics, inner faith,
and social objectives are deeply interwoven. Ethics regulate behavior, faith directs intention, and
maqasid (higher objectives) determine purpose and function. From this arises the need for an
integrative model that combines these three dimensions into a unified vision in which the heart
functions as the center of leadership, the tongue as an instrument that expresses faith, regulates
conduct, and serves society.

3.2 The Proposed Integrative Model for Tongue Management

The analysis of the preceding models reveals complementary elements that need to be brought
together within a single framework. This leads to the proposed integrative model for tongue
management, which begins with the heart as the locus of leadership and the center of the entire
system.

First: The Central Dimension — The Heart as the Leadership Center and Core of the System

The proposed model is built on the premise that the heart is the central axis in managing the
tongue, surrounded by four key components: intellect, faith, intention, and positive emotions.
In the Islamic conception, the heart is not merely a spiritual organ; it is the leadership center in
which these elements interact and from which speech and righteous, beneficial actions emerge.
The tongue is thus nothing more than a translator of what resides in the heart and its components.

The Prophet ¥ said:

“Indeed, in the body there is a morsel of flesh; if it is sound, the whole body is sound, and if it is
corrupt, the whole body is corrupt. Indeed, it is the heart.” (Bukhari, 52; Muslim, 2996)

Accordingly, the heart encompasses:
1. Faith (tman):
Faith is the spiritual energy that illuminates the heart and directs it toward truth. When
faith fills the heart, its effects overflow onto the tongue in the form of truthful and

balanced speech, in line with the verse:

“O you who believe, fear Allah and speak words that are just.” (al-Ahzab 33:70)
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2.

4,

Faith connects speech to tagwa and transforms the word into an act of worship linked to
God, rather than a passing utterance.

Intellect (‘aql):

Intellect is the faculty of discernment and evaluation that protects the heart from
impulsiveness and weighs words before they are spoken. Intellect balances emotion and
intention, and grants speech its conscious and responsible dimension. God says:

“Not a word does he utter but that with him is an observer, prepared [to record].” (Qaf
50:18)

Intention (niyyah):
Intention is the moral driver of both action and speech. It is through intention that speech

transforms from habit into worship, and from a casual utterance into a righteous deed
rewarded by God. The Prophet ¥ said:

“Actions are only by intentions, and each person will have only what he intended.”
(Bukhari, 1)

Intention directs speech and grants it value in the scale of Shari‘ah.

Emotions (masha ir):

Emotions represent the human dimension that colors speech with mercy or harshness,
sincerity or ostentation. One word can function as a cure or a poison, depending on the
emotional state and inner warmth behind it. God says:

“It is by a mercy from Allah that you were gentle with them.” (Al ‘Imran 3:159)
When the Prophet # prohibited anger (Bukhari, 6116), he effectively directed believers

to regulate their emotional responses as part of tongue discipline, since managing
emotions precedes managing speech.

Thus, the heart emerges as the central anchor in the internal system, with intellect, faith,
intention, and emotions operating as integrated units that surround and nourish it and receive
guidance from it. Faith illuminates the heart, intellect directs it, intention purifies it, and emotion
softens it. All of these converge in a sound heart that overflows onto the tongue in truthful,
balanced, and wise speech. When the heart is rectified through these four components, speech is
rectified, and the tongue becomes an instrument of purification, construction, and reform.

Second: The Tongue as the Interpreter of the Inner Self

The tongue is the mirror of the inner self and the instrument through which intentions, beliefs,
and emotions are expressed. It is the medium that connects the heart to the outside world and
transfers faith from conceptual belief to embodied action.

The Qur’an makes speech a locus of accountability:

“Not a word does he utter but that with him is an observer, prepared [to record].” (Qaf 50:18)
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This indicates that the word is an accountable act, not a fleeting sound. The Prophet % linked the
integrity of faith to the integrity of the tongue, saying:

“A servant’s faith will not be upright until his heart is upright, and his heart will not be upright
until his tongue is upright.” (Ahmad, 12636)

The tongue thus serves as a measure of the heart’s purity and the conscience’s soundness, and
from it begins the journey of self-purification and reform.

Third: Preventive and Constructive Actions of the Tongue

The Islamic concept of tongue management is built upon two complementary dimensions: the
preventive dimension and the constructive dimension.

The preventive dimension concerns safeguarding the tongue from slipping into speech that
corrupts the heart or harms the individual or society, in line with the verse:

“And those who turn away from idle talk.” (al-Mu’miniin 23:3)

This dimension is expressed across three axes, each illustrated by examples (not intended as
exhaustive):

1. Preventive Dimension Between the Servant and His Lord
This appears in the believer’s caution regarding speech that affects tawhid or breaches
proper etiquette with God—such as refraining from comments on divine decree that
imply discontent, avoiding speculative speech in theological matters without knowledge,
and steering clear of religious disputes that stir doubts and harden hearts.

2. Preventive Dimension Between the Servant and Himself
This is seen in refraining from expressions that harm one’s own dignity and spiritual
well-being, such as lying, vulgarity, idle talk, or words that fuel anger and impulsiveness.
It also includes practicing prudent silence that protects a person from hasty statements
they might later regret.

3. Preventive Dimension Between the Servant and Other Creatures
This is realized by restraining the tongue from verbal harm—abandoning backbiting,
talebearing, ridicule, and slander; avoiding rumor-spreading and inciting discord; and
refraining from hurtful words that spoil relationships or destroy social bonds.

In contrast, the constructive dimension directs the tongue toward meanings that nurture faith,
reform the soul, and build relationships, as captured in the verse:

“And speak to people good words.” (al-Bagarah 2:83)
This dimension also unfolds across three axes:

1. Constructive Dimension Between the Servant and His Lord
This includes directing the tongue toward the remembrance of God, recitation of the
Qur’an, supplication, expressing gratitude, teaching beneficial knowledge, and speaking
in ways that glorify the symbols of Islam and deepen one’s connection with God.

2. Constructive Dimension Between the Servant and Himself
This appears in honest emotional expression, self-encouragement toward obedience and
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good works, using speech for inner counsel and self-correction, and adopting a positive
internal language that strengthens confidence and tranquility.

3. Constructive Dimension Between the Servant and Other Creatures
This is reflected in speech that improves social conditions—kind advice, reconciliation
between people, encouragement, prayer for others, bearing witness to the truth, and
responsible public discourse that reinforces respect, affection, and cooperation among
individuals.

In this way, the two dimensions work together: preventive silence averts harm, and
constructive speech brings about benefit—transforming the tongue into a means of purification
and building, rather than sin and destruction.

Fourth: From Speech to Righteous and Beneficial Action

In the Islamic worldview, speech is not an end in itself, but a means that should culminate in
righteous and beneficial action. God says:

“To Him ascends good speech, and righteous work raises it.” (Fatir 35:10)

Truthful speech ascends to God with acceptance, but it is righteous action that elevates it and
grants it existential weight. Speech and action thus work together in building the individual and
society. Faith itself is defined as speech of the tongue, belief in the heart, and action of the
limbs.

The Prophet % drew attention to the practical consequences of speech, saying:

“A servant may utter a word that is pleasing to God... and God raises him by it in rank.”
(Bukhari, 6478)

A good word generates good behavior, and beneficial action is the fruit of sound speech. Thus,
the cycle of faith is completed—from heart, to tongue, to action—where disciplined speech is
transformed into righteous deeds that contribute to personal purification and the cultivation of
the earth.

In light of this, the proposed model for tongue management from an Islamic perspective can be
summarized as a movement from the heart to the tongue, then to preventive and constructive
dimensions, and finally to righteous and beneficial action.

This progression may be visually represented as follows (conceptually):

Heart (faith—intellect—intention—emotion) — Tongue (expression of the inner self) —
Preventive and Constructive Speech — Righteous and Beneficial Action.
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Findings

The study reveals that the tongue, within the Islamic worldview, is regarded as a trust and a
profound moral responsibility, and that the divine gift of articulation (bayan) represents the
essence of human dignity that distinguishes human beings from all other creatures. The findings
show that managing the tongue is not merely a matter of regulating speech; rather, it constitutes a
comprehensive ethical framework grounded in the values of truthfulness and good speech.

Silence, in this framework, emerges as a positive pedagogical virtue—not a negative
withdrawal—because of its role in refining the self and safeguarding the heart. Furthermore, the
afflictions of the tongue pose a direct threat to doctrinal integrity and social cohesion, whereas
dhikr (remembrance of God) represents the highest function of the tongue and serves as an
instrument of spiritual purification.

The results confirm that cultivating disciplined speech is foundational to building a conscious,
faith-inspired personality, and that the relationship between the heart and the tongue is an
integrative one in which speech reflects the inner state of the soul.

In contemporary contexts, the spoken and written word—particularly in the digital age—
functions as a dual instrument capable of construction and destruction, which necessitates
heightened ethical and educational awareness in its use. Ultimately, the fruit of tongue
management is righteous and beneficial action that contributes to personal purification and the
flourishing of society, forming a cornerstone of human civilizational development.

Recommendations
Based on the study’s findings, the following recommendations are proposed:

1. Strengthening the family’s role in cultivating etiquette of dialogue and disciplined
speech.

2. Integrating tongue management concepts into school curricula and academic programs
in higher education institutions.

3. Embedding the concept of “tongue management” within media practices and religious
discourse.

4. Training preachers, teachers, media professionals, and policymakers in the optimal
and ethical use of professional speech.

5. Developing training programs on tongue management for all sectors of the Muslim
community.

6. Reviving a culture of dhikr, constructive silence, and good speech in public life, in
light of their long-term effects on individuals and society.

7. Connecting tongue management to the broader civilizational project of the Muslim
ummah.

Suggestions for Future Research
It is recommended to encourage research related to speech practices and tongue management,

including diagnosing the current state of public discourse across different societal groups in
order to identify strengths and weaknesses. This can be achieved through discourse analysis,

surveys, and community-based assessments
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Moreover, conducting action research to examine the impact of diverse strategies aimed at
enhancing effective tongue management is suggested. Such studies can contribute to promoting
affection, compassion, cooperation, and social cohesion among community members, thereby
supporting societal development and prosperity.
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Abstract:

Islamic civilization (8th to 15th centuries CE) played a pivotal role in preserving, synthesizing,
and developing scientific knowledge. This paper examines the major contributions of Muslim
scholars to mathematics, astronomy, medicine, veterinary medicine, optics, geography,
agricultural sciences, and other fields; the institutional and philosophical foundations that
supported these developments; and the mechanisms through which this scientific knowledge
was transmitted to Europe and contributed to shaping the modern scientific process. Drawing
on recent literature, this paper argues that Islamic civilization was not merely a transmitter but
also an innovator and facilitator of scientific method and thought, laying the foundations for all
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Introduction

Civilization is a broad social and cultural concept characterized by the advanced development of
arts, knowledge, and collective progress across diverse races and religions. Its origins trace back
to the earliest human settlements, with every nation contributing uniquely to its evolution. The
distinguishing features of each civilization lie in the strength of its foundations and its lasting
influence on humanity.

Islamic civilization, recognized as the only monotheistic civilization, is grounded in the belief in
the oneness of Allah and rejects all forms of racial or ethnic discrimination. It was built through
the contributions of various peoples: Arabs, Persians, Turks, Africans, Indians, Chinese, Malays,
and others who embraced Islam and enriched its cultural and scientific legacy. Importantly,
Islam encouraged the assimilation of knowledge from earlier civilizations, provided it aligned
with Islamic principles.

During the period when Western civilization was undergoing the Dark Ages (approximately
700-1200 AD), the Islamic Empire stretched from Central Asia to Southern Europe. Science and
learning flourished, with Arabic scholars valuing knowledge and making remarkable advances in
fields such as science and mathematics. Many Greek and Roman texts were translated into
Arabic, forming the basis for further intellectual development.

In modern times, however, there is a tendency either to glorify the achievements of the Islamic
past without examining the underlying causes of its success or to overlook the reasons behind its
later decline. Despite its influence, Islamic contributions to science are often underrepresented in
modern discourse. This study seeks to explore and emphasize the enduring contributions of
Islamic civilization to the advancement of science throughout history. This ineludes: includes
exploring the scientific achievements of Islamic civilization, analyzing the transmission of
knowledge from Islamic scholars to Europe, and evaluating the long-term impact on modern
science.

The Emergence of Islamic Clvilization

Many historians trace the origins of Islamic civilization to the 7th century CE, coinciding with
the birth of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in 571 CE. His prophetic mission
began in 610 CE, and after establishing a profound religious and social transformation across the
Arabian Peninsula, he passed away in 632 CE. Following the Prophet’s demise, Islamic
civilization continued to advance under his successors and reached remarkable heights during the
Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties. These periods witnessed significant achievements in religion,
culture, art, and science, solidifying the influence of Islamic civilization over much of the known
world. Undoubtedly, this era stands as one of the most exceptional and distinguished periods in
human history (Ashimi, 2016).

The Islamic Empire, which stretched from the Mediterranean to India and Malaysia and from the
Caspian Sea to North Africa, encompassed many cities that had once been the cultural and



TANMYIA JOURNAL FOR SCIENCES AND KNOWLEDGE, Volume 3, 20 Jan 2026, eISSN: 3083-9076
e —————————

intellectual centers of Greece, Rome, Persia, and India. As a result, Islam played a crucial role in
preserving and advancing the scientific knowledge inherited from these earlier civilizations
(Group, 2006, p. 231). Guided by the Qur’an and the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him), the faith’s emphasis on learning and the pursuit of knowledge inspired
religious scholars and leaders to protect, cultivate, and spread scholarly works throughout the
Islamic world (Hagparast & Salangi, 2024).

Islamic civilization is closely associated with the Islamic world, which can be geographically
divided into three main regions. When viewed as a whole, the Islamic world resembles an eagle
in flight with its wings fully spread. The central region represents the core or body of this
"eagle," consisting of the Arabian Peninsula, Iraq, Palestine, Syria, and Asia Minor—where Asia
Minor forms the head and beak, while the southern Arabian Peninsula represents the tail. The
right wing extends eastward, encompassing Iran, Turkey, Afghanistan, the Indian subcontinent,
and reaching as far as Malaysia and Indonesia. The left wing stretches westward, covering North
Africa and historically extending into parts of Spain and France. This vivid geographical analogy
illustrates the vast expanse and interconnectedness of Islamic civilization across continents
(Ashimi, 2016).

Concept of Science in Islamic Thought

According to Jusoh (2014), Islamic science encompasses the pursuit of knowledge that engages both
intellect and sensory experience to interpret data and facts derived from scientific investigation. It also
evolves in alignment with advancements in science and technology (Jusoh, 2014). According to the
Qur’anic context, scholars in Islam do not only refer those who belong to the sciences of Sharia
and related instruments, but rather greater than that. The divine scholars are those who combine
knowledge and action, and whose objectives are to be liberated for God, Lord of the Worlds,
whether their efforts are connected to religious or worldly sciences. Every scholar who strives to
exert effort and acquire knowledge, making it beneficial and connecting it to righteous action,
proposes knowledge that serves the guidance of humanity.

Islamic Knowledge and Strengthening the Nation's Constants: Introduction and Principles (Amer
& Amer, 2025). Therefore, knowledge is everything that a person learns that benefits humanity
in their lives and in their relationships with their Lord and with each other. Islam has called
people to learn and has strongly urged it, guiding them to the sources of knowledge represented
by the written Book (the Word of God), the Prophetic Sunnah, and the visible universe with the
verses and wisdom that God has deposited therein. God Almighty says in the first verse revealed:
“Read in the name of your Lord who created” (Al-Alaq 96:1). He urged people to reflect on the
universe and creation, first and foremost among them humanity, saying: “And in yourselves -
then will you not see?”” (Adh-Dhariyat 51:21). He also urged people to contemplate and research
the sciences of life, agriculture, botany, geography, geology, sociology, and zoology: “Have you
not seen that God sends down water from the sky and produces thereby fruits of varying colors?
And among the mountains are streaks white and red of varying colors and [others] very black.
And among people and animals, and livestock are varying colors likewise. Only those of His
servants fear God who have knowledge. Indeed, God is Exalted in Might and Forgiving.” (Fatir
35:27-28). The scholars’ opinion includes everyone who specializes in the sciences of the written
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Book and everyone who specializes in the visible universe. They said that the jurists are doctors
and the hadith scholars are pharmacists. Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal said: “The jurists were doctors
and the hadith scholars were pharmacists: then Al-Shafi’i came as a physician-pharmacist. The
world has never seen anyone like him” (Amer & Amer, 2025).

The History of Science in Islam

The early advancement of science in Islamic civilization remains partly unclear due to limited
original sources. However, by the mid-2nd century of Islam (around 777 CE), scientific activity
was already well established, with significant sajer contributions in fields like cosmology,
geography, astronomy, and alchemy. The death of Jabir bin Hayyan marks this formative stage.
Despite scarce early evidence, medicine and astronomy can be traced back to the time of Prophet
Muhammad (Pbuh). His teachings on health, hygiene, and disease formed the basis of a/-Tibb al-
Nabawi (Prophetic Medicine), which later advanced into a distinct medical discipline. Similarly,
pre-Islamic Arabic astronomy was transformed under the influence of Qur’anic cosmological
concepts (IQBAL, 2007). The first century of Islam despite significant political developments
was characterized not only by military expansion that introduced Muslims to diverse cultures and
civilizations but also by remarkable intellectual energy and a deep curiosity about the world. The
groundwork for the Islamic scientific tradition was already laid before Greek texts were
translated and integrated into Islamic scholarship in the 9th century (Saliba, 2007). Scientific
progress in the Islamic world began early, supported by visionary rulers like the Umayyad caliph
Abd al-Malik bin Marwan (AD 646—705), who valued scientific advancement for its benefits to
governance. Even today, political support remains an essential factor for the flourishing of
science (Zou'bi, 2025).

The intellectual openness of Islamic thought was a key driving force behind the advancement of
Islamic civilization and its global impact. Knowledgeable and visionary caliphs played a crucial
role in fostering this progress. Simulteneously; scholars and thinkers across the Islamic world
continuously pursued the expansion of knowledge in both the humanities and the sciences. This
pursuit led to the emergence of diverse branches of religious scholarship—such as Qur’anic
recitation, calligraphy, and jurisprudence, as well as remarkable advancement in rational and
empirical disciplines, including philosophy, linguistics, history, natural sciences, and
mathematics, particularly algebra (Mugiyono, 2013).

The Intellectual Legacy of Islam: Foundations of Knowledge and the Emergence of the
European Renaissance

Islam, which began with the divine command “Igra” (Read), places great importance on
education and the pursuit of knowledge, making it an obligation for every Muslim throughout
their lives. Consequently, the development of science and learning became a central aspect of
Muslim society. In contrast to the intellectual stagnation that characterized Europe during the
Middle Ages, where religious dogma often restricted inquiry, Islamic civilization flourished as a
beacon of enlightenment. Muslim scholars made remarkable advances across numerous
disciplines, including the natural sciences, mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, history,
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literature, and geology. Their achievements were so extensive that Europeans still constrained by
Church authority—sometimes viewed Muslims with suspicion, accusing them of focusing too
heavily on worldly knowledge. Nevertheless, the scientific and intellectual legacy of Muslim
scholars played a pivotal role in inspiring the European Renaissance. At a time when reason and
inquiry were suppressed in Europe, Muslim scientists not only translated Greek works into
Arabic but also preserved, refined, and expanded upon them. Following the Crusades, this body
of knowledge reached Europe through cultural exchanges in regions such as Spain, Sicily, and
Italy, where merchants, soldiers, and translators facilitated its transmission ultimately laying the
foundation for Europe’s intellectual revival and the dawn of the Renaissance (Haqgparast &
Salangi, 2024). Table 1 provides details of major translations completed during this second phase
(eleventh to the fourteenth centuries). These three centuries saw significant expansion of the
links between the Muslim world and the emerging Europe, which was recovering from the ruins
of the Roman Empire through a complex process of intermingling populations, Viking
settlements, and unprecedented economic growth (IQBAL, 2007).

Table 1 Some Arabic scientific and philosophical works translated into Latin between the

eleventh and the thirteenth centuries

Author Arabic Work Latin/English Title Translator
al- Astronomical tables Ezich Elkaureismi per Athelardum Adelard of Bath
Khwarizmi bathoniensem ex arabico sumptus  (fl. 1116—1142)
Abu Kitab al-madkhal al- Ysagoga minor lapharis Adelard of Bath
Ma‘shar Saghir (Shorter matematici in astronomiam per

Introduction to Adhelardum bathoniensem ex
Astronomy) Arabic sumpta
Ibn Sina Risala (maqala) fi-lI-nafs De anima Gundisalvo with
Ibn Dawud
al-Ghazali = Magqasid al-falasifa The Aims of the Philosophers Gundisalvo with
Johannes
al-Farghani  ‘IIm al-nujum De Scientia astorum John of Seville
(f1. 1133-1142)
Abu Kitab al-Madkhal al- Great Introduction to the Science  John of Seville
Ma‘shar kabir ila ‘ilm ahkam al-  of Astrology
nujum
Qusta bin Kitab al-Fasl bayn al- De differentia spiritus et anime John of Seville
Luqa ruh wa-Il-nafs
al- Algebra Algebra Robert of
Khwarizmi Chester (f1.
1140-1150)
al-Kindi al-Kitab al-astarlab De iudiciis astrorum Robert of
Chester
al-Battani Zij al-sabi De motu stellarum Plato of Tivoli
Ibn Sina Al Qanun fi’l-tibb Canon of Medicine Gerard of
Cremona (ca.
1114-1187)




TANMYIA JOURNAL FOR SCIENCES AND KNOWLEDGE, Volume 3, 20 Jan 2026, eISSN: 3083-9076
e —————————

The Contributions of Islamic Civilization to Global Scientific Advancement

Muslim scholars were inspired by the Quranic injunctions to seek knowledge and study the natural world
as signs of the Creator. By Combining, this spiritual motivation with the rich legacy of ancient Greek,
Indian, and Persian learning, Islamic civilization became the scientific centre of the world for over 500
years. During this era, Arabic became synonymous with learning and science. This period also laid the
groundwork for modern universities, algebra, and empirical inquiry (Ashrof, 2024).

Islamic civilization, particularly, between the 8th and 14th centuries, made landmark contributions to
global science across various fields including mathematics, optics, astronomy, medicine, and pharmacy,
while also introducing institutional and methodological innovations. Below are key figures and
developments supported by evidence from primary and secondary sources. The early Middle Ages were
characterized by widespread misconceptions and the dominance of Christian rulers, which led to a decline
in scientific progress and intellectual pursuits across the Western world. During this time, Muslim
scholars such as Ibn Sina and Ibn Rushd played a vital role in preserving and advancing Greek philosophy
by translating key works into Arabic, analyzing them critically, and integrating their insights into Islamic
thought. The scientific knowledge refined by these scholars later returned to Europe through the
translation movement (Kashani, 2008). Under the Abbasid caliphs—particularly Harun al-Rashid and his
son al-Ma'mun—Baghdad became a major center of intellectual activity. These rulers actively promoted
the collection and translation of scientific manuscripts from different regions, leading to the establishment
of major translation efforts. This movement not only preserved ancient knowledge but also laid the
foundation for the golden age of Islamic civilization (O'Leary, 1342).

Mathematics

It is widely recognized that medieval Islamic civilization played a central role in advancing the
technical foundations of mathematics. Building upon the intellectual heritage of Greek, Indian,
and Persian scholars, Muslim mathematicians introduced significant innovations across various
mathematical fields and produced numerous treatises that presented new concepts and proved
complex theorems. Although no single work from the medieval Islamic period focuses
exclusively on the philosophy of mathematics, many Muslim scholars explored philosophical
questions related to mathematics within broader discussions of mathematics, physics,
metaphysics, and theology (kalam). When these scattered reflections are examined collectively, it
becomes evident that while philosophy of mathematics was not an independent discipline in the
Islamic intellectual tradition, Muslim thinkers developed deep and original insights into several
philosophical aspects of mathematical thought (Zarepour, 2022).

Al-Khwarizmi and the Development of Algebra: The Origin of Alghorismic Thought

Anjum, 2018 and Nabirani, Evans, and Persaud (2019) review the development of algebra by al-
Khwarizmi (al-Khwarizmi), a Muslim mathematician of the 8th and 9th centuries CE who played a
pivotal role in the development of algebra. Born in Khwarazm (modern-day Uzbekistan), al-Khwarizmi
studied various sciences in several languages and worked at the House of Wisdom in Baghdad under
Caliph al-Ma'mun during the Islamic Golden Age. His most influential works include the Book of
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Addition and Subtraction According to the Hindu Calculation, which introduced the decimal system and
zero, and the Compendium on Calculation of Completion and Balancing, considered the first algebraic
treatise and the origin of the term "algebra." His systematic, step-by-step approach to problem-solving led
to the modern concept of the algorithm. In addition to mathematics, al-Khwarizmi contributed to
astronomy, geography, and cartography, producing detailed world maps, astronomical tables, and studies
on calendars and the astrolabe (Anjum, 2018; Nabirahni, Evans, & Persaud, 2019).

Medicine and Pharmacology

Muslim scholars made monumental contributions to medical science by building upon the legacies of
Greek, Persian, and Egyptian medicine. Physicians in the Islamic world were highly respected, and
medical study was closely linked with philosophy, leading to major advancements in pharmacology,
clinical observation, and optics. Hospitals were established across the empire, providing free medical
care. Pioneers like al-Razi (865-925 CE) authored the A/-Hawi, a comprehensive medical encyclopedia
later translated into Latin, while Ibn Sina (Avicenna, 980—-1037 CE) produced The Canon of Medicine,
which became Europe’s primary medical textbook for centuries. Islamic hospitals, known as bimaristans,
functioned as centers for both treatment and education, often featuring specialized wards, pharmacies, and
libraries, and offering free or low-cost care to the public. These contributions not only shaped medieval
European medicine but also laid the foundation for modern medical science (Lindberg, 2007; Nasr, 2001;
Pormann & Savage-Smith, 2007).

Ahmad, Rabee, and Zulkifle (2017) challenge the view that medieval Arab medicine was merely
derivative, showing instead that Arab scholars contributed many original medical innovations—
such as bedside clinics, mobile clinics, differential diagnosis (e.g. distinguishing measles from
smallpox), specialized pediatrics, emergency care, and developments in ophthalmology,
psychiatry, cardiology, etc. They emphasize that Arab medical research combined rational
thinking, experimentation, and literary knowledge, citing Al-Razi’s insistence that a physician
must not rely solely on experiment without hypothesis and scholarship. The review thus argues
that Arab-Muslim contributions significantly shaped medical knowledge and practice, and that
many of their contributions were sources for later developments in Europe.

Both Obaidullah and Hehmeyer & Khan highlight that medieval Muslim scholars revolutionized
medical science by advancing diagnostic techniques, surgery, pharmacology, and hospital
organization, moving far beyond mere preservation of Greek medicine. They emphasize that
figures like al-Razi, Ibn Sina, al-Zahrawi, and Ibn al-Nafis combined empirical observation,
experimentation, and ethical medical practice grounded in Islamic values. Their works, including
Al-Hawi, The Canon of Medicine, and treatises on surgery and circulation, became standard
references in Europe for centuries, underscoring Islam’s pivotal role in shaping global medical
knowledge and practice (Hehmeyer & Khan, 2007; Obaidullah, 2007).

Veterinary medicine

During the Islamic Golden Age, Muslim scholars transformed veterinary medicine into a formal
science, integrating it with medicine and natural philosophy. They produced detailed treatises on
animal diseases, treatments, and ethics, emphasizing humane care guided by Islamic principles.
The Arabic-Persian scholarly tradition helped preserve and spread this knowledge, shaping
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veterinary practice across regions for centuries (Richter-Bernburg & Said, 1996). Hare’s article
shows that Kitab al-Faldhah (a medieval agrarian manual) contains substantial veterinary
content, including chapters on caring for livestock, diagnosing animal diseases, and advice on
feeding and maintaining working animals. He also explores how Fleta (a legal text)
complements this by giving rules related to animal welfare, ownership, and veterinary care
obligations. The author argues these texts reflect a sophisticated awareness of animal health in
medieval Islamic society integrating veterinary practice into agriculture, economics, and law
(Hare, 1935).

Chemistry and Biology Sciences

In his 2001 study “Muslim Contribution to Chemistry,” Salah Zaimeche highlights how Muslim
scholars transformed chemistry from a speculative art into an experimental science. Pioneers
such as Jabir ibn Hayyan, Al-Razi, Al-Zahrawi, and Ibn al-Wafid introduced systematic
experimentation and laboratory methods, including distillation, crystallization, and sublimation,
while discovering key substances like alcohol, nitric acid, sulphuric acid, and silver nitrate. Their
works not only advanced industrial chemistry—such as in metallurgy, perfumes, and dyes—but
were also translated into Latin, profoundly shaping European scientific progress. Zaimeche
argues that Islamic chemistry was far from mystical alchemy; it was a disciplined, evidence-
based pursuit grounded in empirical observation, making it one of the earliest true scientific
traditions in history (Zaimeche, 2001). In the area of chemistry, Muslim scholarship led to the
discovery of such substances as potash, alcohol, nitrate of silver, nitric acid, sulphuric acid and
mercury chloride. It also developed to a high degree of perfection the arts of textiles, ceramics
and metallurgy. Some mathematics processes retain their Arabic names today, such as al-Jabr
which is now referred to as (Algebra). Similarly, in chemistry, words like “alcohol” and “al kali”
are derived from their Arabic names al-kahl and al-qaliy respectively (Adeleke, 2014). Dhu’l-
Nun and al-Jahiz were two prominent Muslim chemists of their time. Dhu’l-Nun primarily
focused on the transmutation of metals, whereas al-Jahiz is noted for producing ammonia from
animal waste through dry distillation. Other influential Muslim chemists included Ibn Khaldun
(d. 1406), Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina (Avicenna), and Abul-Qasim Muhammad al-‘Iraqi, among others.
These scholars applied their chemical expertise to a wide range of industrial processes, and their
contributions significantly influenced the development of modern chemistry (Adeleke, 2014).

Physics and Optics

Islamic scholars made fundamental advances in physics and optics, emphasizing experimentation
and empirical observation. Ibn al-Haytham (965-1040 CE), in his Book of Optics, refuted the
Greek theory of vision by demonstrating that light reflects off objects and enters the eye. He
systematically studied reflection, refraction, and the behavior of light through lenses and
pinholes, effectively developing early experimental methods such as the camera obscura. His
meticulous use of observation and controlled experimentation predated modern scientific
methodology by centuries and influenced later European thinkers including Roger Bacon and
Witelo. These principles also had practical applications in architecture, instrumentation, and the
precise calculation of time for religious practices (Saliba, 1992).
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Geography, Engineering, and Technology

Islamic civilization contributed significantly to geography, engineering, and technological
innovation. Al-Idrisi (1100-1165 CE) produced detailed maps, including the Tabula Rogeriana,
integrating knowledge from Europe, Africa, and Asia (Saliba, 2007). Engineers developed water
clocks, irrigation systems, and mechanical devices that improved urban infrastructure and
agricultural productivity. Advances in architecture and hydrology reflected the application of
scientific principles in building design, water management, and sustainable urban planning.

Intellectual Foundations of Islamic Science: Insights from the Translation Movement

After the rise of the new Islamic order under the Umayyads, Muslim scholars began to focus on
preserving and expanding the intellectual heritage of earlier civilizations. Centers of learning and
existing bodies of knowledge were safeguarded, and systematic efforts were made to translate
major works into Arabic. These translations were not limited to Greek and Syriac—the languages
of Hellenistic and Eastern Christian scholarship—but also included Pahlavi, the scholarly
language of pre-Islamic Persia, and Sanskrit from India. Among the most distinguished
translators were Hunayn ibn Ishaq, a renowned Arab-Christian physician, and Ibn al-Mugqaffa®,
who pioneered an Arabic prose style well suited to expressing complex philosophical and
scientific concepts. This translation movement, which began in the early 8th century and reached
its height during the reign of Caliph al-Ma’mun (813—-833 CE) with the founding of the Bayt al-
Hikmah or House of Wisdom in Baghdad, represented one of the most remarkable intellectual
enterprises in human history. Its primary aim was to engage critically with the scientific and
philosophical heritage of antiquity—especially Greek, Persian, and Indian traditions—and to
reinterpret these ideas through the lens of Islamic thought. Key texts by Aristotle, Plato, and
members of the Pythagorean school, as well as major works in astronomy, mathematics, and
medicine, were rendered into Arabic. Significant Sanskrit treatises on astronomy and medicine
were also translated. Through these collective efforts, Arabic emerged as the dominant language
of science and philosophy for several centuries, serving as a repository for the accumulated
knowledge of the ancient world. Importantly, these translations were not undertaken out of
political or economic ambition but were inspired by the Islamic emphasis on the pursuit of
knowledge (‘ilm). As long as these disciplines upheld the principle of tawhid the unity of Allah
they were regarded as harmonious with the spirit of Islam rather than contrary to it. This
intellectual openness enabled Muslim scholars to integrate, refine, and expand upon the scientific
legacy of earlier civilizations, laying the foundation for many later advancements in global
science (Baloch, 2019; Mazhar-ul-Haq, 2001).

Conclusion

Islamic civilization made profound and enduring contributions to global scientific development,
establishing itself as a central hub of knowledge during the medieval period. By preserving,
translating, and expanding upon the intellectual heritage of Greek, Persian, Indian, and other
ancient civilizations, Muslim scholars not only safeguarded prior knowledge but also introduced
original innovations across diverse disciplines, including mathematics, medicine, chemistry,
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optics, astronomy, geography, and engineering. The intellectual openness encouraged by Islamic
thought, coupled with the support of visionary rulers and institutions such as the House of
Wisdom, fostered a culture of inquiry, experimentation, and critical analysis that laid the
foundations for the scientific method.

Moreover, the transmission of this knowledge to Europe through translation movements and
intercultural exchanges significantly influenced the European Renaissance, bridging the gap
between ancient science and modern scientific thought. Figures such as Al-Khwarizmi, Ibn Sina,
Al-Razi, Ibn al-Haytham, and others exemplify the integration of empirical observation, rational
reasoning, and ethical responsibility in scientific practice. Islamic civilization thus functioned not
only as a transmitter of knowledge but as an innovator that shaped both the intellectual and
methodological frameworks of modern science.

In sum, the legacy of Islamic civilization demonstrates that scientific progress is deeply
interconnected with cultural, philosophical, and institutional contexts, underscoring the
importance of acknowledging and integrating these contributions into the broader history of
global science.
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ABSTRACT:

The emergence of Financial Technology (FinTech) as a disruptive force in the global financial scene presents both
opportunities and challenges for the Islamic finance sector. The relationship between FinTech and Islamic social
finance (ISF), a field founded on ethical and charitable ideas like Sadagah , Wagqf, and Zakat, is the specific focus of
this study. Through a qualitative, methodical analysis of recent literature, government reports, and case studies, this
study investigates how FinTech impacts the efficacy, accessibility, and Shari'ah compliance of ISF instruments.
Significant findings indicate that technologies such as blockchain, artificial intelligence (Al), and mobile platforms
may significantly enhance ISF fund collection, management, and distribution, promoting greater financial inclusion
for underserved communities. However, a few challenges remain, such as ensuring full Shari’ah compliance in
complex technological applications like blockchain and managing new operational risks associated with digital
platforms, winning over clients, and navigating complex regulatory frameworks. This study highlights the significance
of developing comprehensive regulatory frameworks and utilizing these developments to support a more
transparent, inclusive, and sustainable Islamic financial ecosystem. The findings demonstrate how FinTech has
increased the operational effectiveness, accessibility, and transparency of Islamic social financial institutions (ISFls).
According to the study, the successful integration of FinTech requires a robust regulatory framework that balances
innovation with the moral precepts of Islamic law to guarantee sustainable and equitable growth for the Islamic

social finance ecosystem.
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Introduction

The advent of financial technology, or FinTech, is causing an unprecedented transformation in
the global financial sector. This disruption, which has impacted both conventional and Islamic
finance and altered the way services are offered and accessed, has been facilitated by peer-to-
peer (P2P) lending, digital payments, and mobile banking. Because FinTech offers a modern
way to further the core objectives of Shari'ah-based financial systems, particularly in the field of
social finance, it is especially significant within the Islamic finance ecosystem. Islamic social
finance, which encompasses charitable instruments like zakat and waqf and aims to promote
social welfare, equality, and the fight against poverty, is the backbone of the Islamic economic
system.

Conventional methods, which usually have problems with size, transparency, and operational
effectiveness, have always been used to administer Islamic social finance. FinTech's
automation, enhanced data analytics, and wider reach capabilities present a compelling
opportunity to overcome these traditional constraints. For instance, blockchain technology can
increase the transparency and traceability of waqf assets, and digital platforms can facilitate
the collection and distribution of zakat.

This study's goal is to look at the different ways Islamic social finance has been impacted by
financial technology. It addresses the important subject of how FinTech might increase the
efficacy and reach of Islamic social investment while examining the challenges related to
Shari'ah compliance and regulatory monitoring. By combining recent academic research with
industry reports, this paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the benefits and drawbacks of
integrating FinTech within the framework of Islamic social finance.

Financial technology (FinTech) in Islamic social finance presents a significant paradigm shift,
with both revolutionary opportunities and difficult problems related to Shari'ah compliance,
operational efficiency, and financial inclusion. With a focus on the digitization of both traditional
charitable instruments like waqgf and zakat as well as more modern tools like Islamic
crowdfunding and mobile banking, this study explores the nuanced impacts of FinTech on
Islamic social finance. This paper uses a qualitative analytical approach to synthesize the
findings of a comprehensive literature review, official reports from regulatory bodies, and
empirical investigations focused on significant markets like Malaysia.

Financial technology, or FinTech, is upending traditional forms of service delivery and market
access amid a digital transformation in the global financial environment. The Islamic finance
sector, which was worth over $2.88 trillion in 2019, is adopting digital innovation more as part of
this shift in order to increase efficiency and reach. The use of FinTech within the ethical
framework of Islamic finance, especially in the field of social finance, offers a distinctive and
fascinating case study, whereas mainstream FinTech concentrates on maximizing profit.
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A fundamental part of the Islamic economic system, Islamic social finance (ISF) is based on the
ideas of social justice, risk-sharing, and moral investing. In the past, traditional ISF tools like
Sadagah (voluntary charity), waqgf (endowments), and zakat (mandated almsgiving) have been
essential to reducing poverty and promoting social welfare. However, because these
instruments are manual and localized, they have frequently encountered size and reach limits.
The emergence of FinTech provides a potent remedy for these constraints. Blockchain,
crowdfunding platforms, and mobile wallets offer the ability to revolutionize ISF money
collection and distribution, increasing accessibility and transparency for marginalized
communities. However, there are several challenges with this connection. To guarantee that
they comply with the stringent moral and legal (Shari'ah) standards of Islamic law, new
technology applications must be thoroughly examined.

The purpose of this study is to present a thorough examination of FinTech's effects on Islamic
social finance. It will look at how technology is being used to promote financial inclusion and
increase operational effectiveness while managing the crucial requirement of Shari'ah
compliance. By concentrating on the social finance aspect in particular, this study closes a gap
in literature and provides insights into the advantages and disadvantages of digital
transformation in this crucial industry.

Literature Review

The corpus of research on Islamic FinTech and its use in social finance is expanding, covering a
range of topics from country-specific case studies to thematic reviews. A growing field of study
is the relationship between Islamic finance and FinTech. FinTech has the ability to improve
banking, capital markets, social finance, and other facets of Islamic finance, according to
several studies. Scholars like Alshater and Othman (2020) and Naifar (2019) highlight how
FinTech solutions including blockchain, Al, and the Internet of Things (IoT) help Islamic financial
institutions (IFIs) become more competitive, efficient, and economical. But the literature also
highlights important issues, one of which is the necessity of maintaining Shari’ah compliance in
the face of swift technological advancement. Early research demonstrated how technology may
transform Islamic banking and investing by making services like mobile banking,
crowdsourcing, and digital payments possible. After conducting a thorough study, Rabbani et al.
(2020) concluded that although FinTech has a lot of room to expand, there are a lot of obstacles
in the way of Shari’ah compliance, operational effectiveness, and client retention.

The Role of Social Finance in the Islamic Framework

Zakat, waqf, and Sadagah are examples of Islamic social finance tools that are essential to the
Islamic socioeconomic system. These tools have historically been managed by charities and
religious organizations, but organizational inefficiencies have limited their ability to have a wider
societal influence. According to recent studies, embracing technology improvements is
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necessary to scale up Islamic social finance. For instance, Yesuf and Aassouli (2020) draw
attention to the possibility of combining Islamic social finance with the more general
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

An increasing amount of literature focuses on the application of FinTech in Islamic social
finance. According to research by Rahim et al. (2023) and Razali et al. (2020), social fund
transactions are already facilitated by e-wallets and digital platforms, increasing accessibility
and efficiency. Examples include organizations automating their zakat distribution and
collection procedures, which have been demonstrated to save operating expenses and speed
beneficiary payments.

P2P lending platforms have great potential to benefit underprivileged populations and micro-
entrepreneurs when they are made to be Shari'ah-compliant. It is also acknowledged that
FinTech-based crowdfunding models, particularly donation-, reward-, and equity-based models,
have the potential to completely transform social finance operations. However, there are still
gaps in the literature on a comprehensive assessment of FinTech's unique influence on the
governance framework of Islamic social investment, especially about managing novel risks and
guaranteeing regulatory compliance.

Methodology
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The qualitative research approach used in this work is based on a methodical content analysis
of published works and government reports. The study uses a desk-based methodology to
collect and examine data from a variety of reliable sources, such as official reports from Islamic
financial institutions, academic databases, and publications from central banks like Bank
Negara Malaysia. In order to reflect the most current advancements in FinTech and Islamic
social finance, the selection criteria for sources give priority to recent publications and reports.
In order to find recurrent themes, patterns, and trends pertaining to the influence of FinTech on
Islamic social finance, the collected texts are coded and examined using a thematic approach
to data analysis. The examination focuses on three primary areas: (1) the usage of certain
FinTech technologies; (2) the impact's nature (both good and negative); and (3) the difficulties
associated with governance and Shari'ah compliance.

Data collection and analysis

+ Analysis of documents: To comprehend policy and real-world implementation trends, official
reports and framework papers from national regulatory authorities (like the Central Bank of
Malaysia) and international Islamic finance organizations (like the Islamic Development Bank)
were examined.

« Thematic analysis: To find recurrent themes, patterns, and connections regarding the
influence of FinTech on Islamic social finance, the gathered data was subjected to thematic
content analysis.

The FinTech-Social Finance Intersection: A Closer Look

FinTech, or financial technology, has advanced so quickly that it has completely changed the
global financial environment. The financial industry, particularly the niche field of Islamic
finance, has seen both possibilities and difficulties as a result of this technological
transformation. Islamic finance, which is based on the moral precepts of Shari'ah, is essentially
different from traditional finance in that it forbids riba (interest) and gharar (uncertainty) and
encourages risk-sharing and socially good results.

Within Islamic finance, social finance—which encompasses tools like zakat, waqf, and Sadagah
—plays a critical role in addressing socio-economic disparities. Historically managed through
traditional methods, the integration of FinTech into ISF processes offers a path toward greater
efficiency, broader reach, and enhanced transparency. The potential for digital tools to
streamline donation processes, manage endowments, and distribute funds more effectively has
captured the attention of institutions and researchers alike.

The quick digital transformation is not without its challenges, though. Careful thought must be
given to important problems including making sure FinTech apps continue to adhere to Shari‘ah
norms, upholding strong governance, and safeguarding donor and beneficiary data. With an
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emphasis on the opportunities taken advantage of and the difficulties faced, this study aims to
present a thorough examination of the influence of FinTech on ISF.

FinTech in Islamic Social Finance: Zakat and Waqf as an Example Though more recent,
research on FinTech's involvement in certain ISF instruments is growing quickly:

o Zakat: Digital platforms greatly improve the effectiveness and accessibility of zakat
collection and distribution, according to studies. While advanced analytics can assist
zakat organizations manage and distribute donations more efficiently, fintech
applications make it easier for donors (muzakki) to calculate and pay their requirements.
Anurahman (2023), for example, emphasized the potential of internet payment methods
to increase zakat collections, especially among millennial contributors.

e Wagf: FinTech applications, such as blockchain and crowdsourcing, have been
investigated for cash waqf investment and management. Fintech-driven platforms may
boost public awareness, make microdonations easier, and offer more transparency
about investment returns and resource distribution.

The Integrated Model of Islamic Social Finance: To produce more significant social results,
recent research highlights the necessity of an integrated model that blends modern technology
with charitable methods. Collaboration between various stakeholders, such as financial
institutions, regulators, and non-profits, is frequently a part of this strategy. According to
Widiastuti et al. (2022), technology, human capital, finance sources, and distribution are the four
main components of such an integrated approach. In actuality, the literature research produced
a few important conclusions on how FinTech affects Islamic social finance.
e Increased Accessibility and Efficiency: FinTech has significantly improved ISF fund
distribution and collection. For both contributors and recipients, online platforms, mobile
wallets, and QR code payments have made the procedure easier.

o Enhanced Accountability and Transparency: The application of distributed ledger and
blockchain technology provides an answer to the problems with trust and transparency
that have historically beset several ISF institutions. Immutable transaction logs and
real-time money tracking can boost public trust.

e Greater Outreach and Financial Inclusion: By expanding ISF's reach to previously
underserved or "unbanked" communities, digital fintech technologies have helped to
promote financial inclusion, especially in emerging nations.

e Handling Shari’ah Compliance and Regulatory Difficulties: The rapid advancement of
FinTech poses difficulties in maintaining ongoing Shari'ah compliance. A strong
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regulatory framework is required to direct this integration, and regulators and Shari'ah
scholars must continuously assess emerging technology.

FinTech tools for social finance
o Zakat platforms: Mobile applications and digitalized zakat platforms have made the
distribution and collecting procedure more efficient. According to studies, these
platforms improve the overall effectiveness of zakat organizations by lowering operating
expenses, boosting security, and accelerating payments to beneficiaries.

o Wagf management: Innovative methods for managing waqf assets and allocating their
profits are provided by digital technology, such as blockchain. Blockchain can monitor
waqf monies from payout by offering a transparent and safe ledger, restoring
confidence between donors and recipients.

e Crowdfunding: Islamic crowdfunding platforms have emerged as a modern social
finance tool, allowing for the direct funding of community projects and micro-
entrepreneurship. These platforms operate on Islamic principles of risk-sharing and
ethical conduct, promoting financial inclusion for small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) and marginalized communities.

e Robo-advisors: Al-driven robo-advisors, such as those launched in Malaysia, can help
manage socially and ethically responsible investment portfolios in a Shari'ah-compliant
manner.

Challenges and risks
e Shari'ah compliance: One of the biggest challenges is making sure that sophisticated,
contemporary technology like blockchain and predictive analytics algorithms follow
Islamic legal decisions. Inadequate supervision may allow aspects of maysir (gambling)
or gharar (uncertainty) to enter the system.

e Operational risks: Cybersecurity threats, data privacy issues, and the possibility of
technical breakdown are among the new operational risks brought about by the use of
new technology. To safeguard donor information and finances, ISFls need to make
significant investments in security measures.

o Digital divide: Despite efforts to promote financial inclusion, many areas still have a
sizable digital divide. FinTech-driven social finance may not be beneficial to recipients in
rural or impoverished areas if they do not have access to technology or digital literacy.

Analysis of the Impact of Financial Technology on Islamic Social Finance
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The analysis revealed several key findings regarding the impact of FinTech on Islamic social
finance, which are illustrated in the figures and tables below.

Figure 1: Common FinTech applications in Islamic social finance

Based on the literature analysis, the most prevalent FinTech applications that have been identified
as having an influence on Islamic social finance are shown graphically in this figure.

Percentage of Studies Highlighting the Application

= Digital Zakat Platforms = Wagf Crowdfunding Islamic P2P Lending

Blockchain for Transparency = Islamic Robo-Advisors

Table 1: Key impacts of FinTech adoption on Islamic social finance
This table summarizes the core impacts, both positive and negative, identified from the thematic
analysis of the collected literature.

Dimension Positive Impact of FinTech Negative Impact/Challenge
Operational Automated collection and Requires significant initial investment
Efficiency distribution; reduced costs. and technical expertise.

Transparency & Immutable records via blockchain; Ensuring full Shariah compliance at all

Trust real-time tracking. technical levels.

Financial Enhanced access for the unbanked Access barriers due to the digital divide
Inclusion and marginalized. in some regions.

Shari‘ah New frameworks for ethical Risk of non-compliance in complex or un-
Compliance investing (robo-advisors). vetted technologies.

Table 2: Islamic crowdfunding platform performance indicators
This table presents sample data on the performance of Islamic crowdfunding platforms,

illustrating their effectiveness in promoting financial inclusion and economic development.

Platform Year Financing Number of Average Ticket Focus Area
Volume (RM  Funded Size (RM)
million) Projects
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microLEAP 2021 2.0 71 28,169 MSME
(Islamic) Microfinancing
Ethis Malaysia 2024 >300 Not specified Not specified Impact

(mid) Investments
Platform X 2023 455 112 406,250 General

Crowdfunding

Table 3: Shari’ah compliance challenges in FinTech applications
This table outlines specific challenges related to ensuring Shari'ah compliance across various
FinTech applications, based on a review of industry reports and scholarly articles.

FinTech Shari’ah Compliance Challenge Potential Solutions
Application

Blockchain for Ensuring smart contracts correctly Automated auditing via trusted
Waqf automate conditional distributions and are off-chain oracles; mandatory,
reviewed by scholars. periodic audits by reputable

Shari’ah boards.

Robo-Advisors  Potential for automated algorithms to White-listing of Shari'ah-compliant
include non-compliant assets or employ assets; algorithm transparency
non-permissible trading strategies. and oversight by a Shari'ah

advisory council.

Cryptocurrency Issues of gharar (excessive uncertainty) Focusing on asset-backed or
and maysir (gambling) in trading and stablecoin models and
valuation. implementing strict trading rules

to mitigate risk.

P2P Lending Structure of contracts Use of digital contracts that
(e.g., murabaha, wakalah) must be fully embed Shari'ah-compliant terms
transparent and correctly executed digitally. with automated checks and

balances.

Table 4: User adoption and trust in digital Zakat platforms

This table provides illustrative data on user adoption factors for digital zakat platforms. Real-world
data would typically be gathered through surveys or institution reports, such as those from zakat
bodies like PPZ-MAIWP in Malaysia.

Factor Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
Agree (%) (%) (%) (%) Disagree (%)
Trust in platform's security and 65 25 7 2 1

data privacy.
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Convenience of the online 78 15 4 2 1
payment process.

Confidence in the institution's 70 20 8 1 1
management of funds.

Trust in the use of blockchain 45 30 15 8 2
for transparency.
Perception of the process being 60 30 8 2 0

fully Shari'ah-compliant.

Table 5: Islamic FinTech improves financial inclusion indicators
Using criteria frequently used in financial industry reporting, this table illustrates how FinTech
might enhance financial inclusion among marginalized communities.

Metric Before FinTech After FinTech Adoption Improvement
Adoption (%)

Access to Digital Not applicable Yes (via mobile/web) Significant

Zakat (Total)

Financing to MSMEs Predominantly RM300m disbursed in 2024 Substantial

(RM) traditional banks (Malaysia)

Access to Micro- Limited due to high Available via robo-advisors High
investment minimums (e.g., Wahed)

Reach of Waqf Geographic limitation Global reach via digital Significant
Campaigns campaigns

Results
FinTech has a substantial and varied influence on Islamic social finance, according to the
content analysis:

o Improved Financial Inclusion and Accessibility: Mobile wallets and digital platforms
have significantly increased access to social finance tools, particularly for underserved
and unbanked populations. This has made it possible for organizations to reach a wider
audience than they might have in the past.

o Enhanced Operational Efficiency and Transparency: FinTech has made it easier to
collect and distribute social money. Specifically, blockchain technology provides a way
to improve the traceability and transparency of contributions from donors to recipients.
The development of accountability and trust depends on this increased transparency.
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o Emergence of New Business Models: FinTech has made it possible for the development
of new, Shari'ah-compliant business models, such wealth management automated
advising services (robo-advisory) and crowdfunding platforms. These strategies provide
creative approaches to managing philanthropic assets and funding social causes.

e Challenges in Shari'ah Compliance: The quick development of FinTech makes it more
difficult to guarantee Shari'ah compliance, particularly for cutting-edge applications like
cryptocurrency. Shari'ah boards and authorities must closely monitor emerging FinTech
solutions to make sure they follow the rules against riba, gharar, and speculation.

o Regulatory Lag: Governance and consumer protection are at risk because regulatory
frameworks frequently fail to keep up with technological innovations. Both suppliers
and consumers of Islamic FinTech services may experience uncertainty because of this
regulatory gap.

Discussion

Islamic social finance is undoubtedly changing as a result of FinTech integration, which is
causing a transition from regional, manual operations to international, digitally enabled
platforms. The results verify that FinTech greatly improves operational efficiency and
transparency, especially when it comes to digital platforms for waqgf and zakat management.
By protecting transactions and reducing fraud, this is consistent with the Islamic concept of hifz
al-mal, or wealth protection. Furthermore, one of the main goals of social finance is being
successfully expanded by the growth of Islamic crowdfunding and P2P lending platforms.
These platforms may reach underprivileged groups and give them access to funding that
complies with Shari‘ah by utilizing digital channels, which would promote social and economic
advancement.

However, Shari'ah compliance faces significant obstacles due to the speed at which technology
is developing. The necessity for strong governance and the ethical ramifications of
sophisticated algorithms are two issues that need ongoing regulatory attention. The integrity of
Islamic beliefs must be upheld even when FinTech provides answers. ISFls must take proactive
steps to safeguard donor and beneficiary data due to the inherent dangers related to
cybersecurity and data privacy.

Studies conducted in Malaysia demonstrate the importance of the local environment,
highlighting both the advantages and disadvantages of FinTech adoption in developing Islamic
economies. To close the digital gap and provide fair access to FinTech-enabled social finance,
policies that promote the development of digital infrastructure and financial literacy initiatives
will be crucial.

The results also demonstrate that FinTech is a potent force for change in Islamic social finance,
providing significant advantages in terms of effectiveness and reach. FinTech helps achieve
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the full potential of social finance instruments by addressing the shortcomings of conventional,
manual-based methods through the digitization of critical operations. Particularly beneficial is
the increased transparency provided by technologies like blockchain, which supports
stakeholder confidence and is consistent with the Islamic concept of responsibility. But there
are obstacles in the way of smooth integration. The main difficulty is striking a balance between
innovation and tradition. FinTech has a plethora of opportunities, but each new application
needs to be carefully examined for Shari'ah compliance. This calls for close cooperation
between Shari'ah academics, financial specialists, and technology. The necessity for proactive
policy making that promotes innovation while defending the interests of all parties involved is
further highlighted by the found regulatory gap. The qualitative, desk-based aspect of this study
is one of its drawbacks. To get a greater understanding of the impact of FinTech, future
research might benefit from quantitative studies or case studies that concentrate on FinTech
implementations within Islamic social finance.

Conclusion

FinTech offers Islamic social finance a great chance to grow and revive, making it more
equipped to handle contemporary socioeconomic issues. FinTech solutions have the potential
to increase the social effect of zakat, waqf, and Sadaqah collection and distribution by
improving accessibility, efficiency, and transparency. However, achieving these potential calls
for a well-rounded strategy that welcomes innovation while upholding a steadfast dedication to
Shari'ah compliance and strict regulatory control. The ongoing collaboration between Islamic
social finance and FinTech has enormous potential to advance financial inclusion and ethical,
sustainable development. Within the context of Islamic investment, financial technology has a
complex and revolutionary effect on social finance. It has effectively increased financial
inclusion, improved operational efficiency, and increased transparency, reviving classic Islamic
social finance tools. But moving forward necessitates carefully navigating new obstacles,
especially those pertaining to Shari'ah compliance and technical hazards. The Islamic financial
sector must emphasize a balanced strategy that welcomes innovation while preserving the
moral underpinnings of its values to guarantee sustainable and fair growth. Future studies
should concentrate on empirical analyses of the long-term effects of certain FinTech
applications and the efficacy of newly developed regulatory frameworks in various geographical
areas.
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